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Two Confessions 


By MISSIONARY NORMAN LEWIS 
Pampa, 2975, Buenos Aires, Argentina, South America 


“Whosoever therefore shail confess me before men, him 


will I confess before my Father which is in heaven. 


But 


whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny 
before my Father which is in heaven.’’—Matt. 10:32-33. 
In these two verses we face two tremendous confessions. 


What does the Bible here mean by “confess?” Answer: 


To 


profess faith in a person, to identify yourself with a person 


regardless of consequences. 
it teaches. 


The Bible illustrates well what 


You recall the story of the 
three Hebrew youths, I think 
they were the “Youth for Christ” 
of their day. King Nebuchadnez- 
zar had made a golden idol 90 
feet high, set it up in a prom- 
inent place, and commanded the 
people that whenever a musical 
signal sounded they were to fall 
on their faces and worship the 
golden image. But somehow, that 
order never “clicked” with these 
three young Jews. So they were 
hauled before Nebuchadnezzar who 
wag almost apoplectic with fury. 
He gave them one more chance to 
Obey or be thrown into the fiery 
furnace, 

Whereupon the three young fel- 

8 


Rev, Norman Lewis 


lows answered: “Oh Nebuchadnez- 
zar, we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. If it be so, 
our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver 
us out of thine hand, O King. But 
if not, be it known unto -thee, oh 
King, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden im- 
age which thou hast set up.” What 
a confession! These young fel- 
lows were not mealy-mouthed, on- 
the-fencers. They said, ‘Our God 
is bigger than you, oh Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and He is able to deliver 
us. But if He does not choose to 
deliver us, we still belong to Him.’ 
That is confession! These young 
chaps identified themselves with 
God for_better or for worse, come 
life or come death. 


But the Bible not only has 
cases like this where lesser per- 
sons confess a greater; it also has 
cases where a greater confesses a 
lesser. Once a slave escaped from 
his master and fled to Rome. He 
fell in with a man in chains who 
converted him to Christ. That 
man was Paul. The converted 
runaway slave was Onesimus. 
Now that Onesimus was converted 
he started back home to try to 
make right his past sins. True 
conversion always works that 
way. Paul sent a letter of rec- 
ommendation with Onesimus 
(which we know as the New Tes- 
tament book of Philemon). Paul 


(Continued on Page 7) 


Blessings Brought Blind 
Beggar Bartimaeus 


By DR. ROBERT G. LEE, Pastor 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn. 


(Preached at Evansville Rescue Mission, Evansville, Ind., March 6, 1946. 


| 


Sword of the Lord) 


“And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his 
disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of 


Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. 


And when he heard that 


it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son 


of David, have mercy on me. 


And many charged him that he should 


hold his peace; but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, 


have mercy on me. 
called. 
comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 
and came to Jesus. 
thou that I should do unto thee? 
that I might receive my sight. 


thy faith hath made thee whole. 


sight, and followed Jesus in the way.” 


We think first of a— 


I, Conclusion 

The first thing to which I call 
your attention is the conclusion. 
What do I mean by the conclu- 
sion? I mean the conclusion of a 
message which Christ gave to the 
people, Christ taught as never man 
taught and He stands out above 
and beyond all teachers as a great 
palm tree in a desert of mediocri- 
ty. 

Jesus had been teaching. He 
had been teaching people the days 
before to live by dying, to get up 
by getting down, to win by losing, 
to hold on by letting go, to in- 
crease by diminishing. 

He was always placing warm, 
sympathetic hands on practical 
life. Always Jesus was building 
palaces of truth upon the graves 
of slain passions. For boldness of 
conception, for grandeur of char- 
acter, for originality of mind and 
high and holy purpose, the teach- 
ing of Jesus claims the sovereign- 
ty of the world, In this portion of 
Scripture we find that He had 
come to the conclusion of a mes- 
sage which He was bringing to the 
people. 

When Abraham Lincoln heard 


A Hurtful, Unscriptural Attack 
on Evangelism and Evangelists 


Book, “True Evangelism,” by Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer denounces all mass 
evangelism, calls evangelists a “false force in evangelism,” says evangelists 
should not denounce sin; opposes public invitation to accept.and confess Christ; 
discourages personal work, says great commission commands only preaching. 
Is against the evangelism of D. L. Moody, R. A. Torrey, J. Wilbur Chapman, Billy 
Sunday, and leading pastors and evangelists of today. 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


In this article I give an ex- 
tended review of the book “TRUE 
EVANGELISM” by Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, president of the 
Dallas Theological Seminary, The 
book has done enormous harm. It 
was written during the heydey of 
Dr. R. A. Torrey, J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, Gipsy Smith, and Billy Sun- 
day, and was a direct attack on 
mass evangelism as they practiced 
HM; an attack on their mesSage, an 
attack on their methods and on the 
message and methods of all rep- 
utable large-scale soul winners. 
The book is not a protest against 
unusual cases, against men who 
were false in doctrine, against men 
who were ultra-sensational, 
against men who were over-com- 
mercial nor against men who were 
immoral in life. No, the ‘hook is 
against evangelism itself, as 
known and practiced in America 
by the greatest soul winners.. It 


has not one word of commenda- 
tion of any evangelist. D. L. Moo- 
dy, R. A. Torrey, J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, Charles G. Finney, Gipsy 
Smith, Paul Rader, George W. 
Truett, H. A. Ironside—not one. of 
these men nor any other evangel- 
ist is commended or even mention- 
ed favorably. No, the book is an 
attack against all mass evangel- 
ism. 

Although the book was written 
years ago, Dr. Chafer in the fall, 
1944 number of Bibliotheca Sacra, 
writes to the same end, denounc- 
ing evangelists as racketeers, get- 
ting “apparent results” for fi- 
nancial reasons. 

Many prominent soul winners 
have resented this book. It was 
barred from one prominent Bible 
Institute, the teacher of Evangel- 
ism openly repudiating it. Evan- 
gelists everywhere who have read 
the book resented it, though evan- 


gelists have in the past had no 
publication’ of their own, no pe- 
riodical in which they could ap- 
pea] to large groups of the peo- 
ple. For twenty years evangelism 
has had hard sledding, and few 
people cared to stand up for mass 
evangelism publicly. However, a 
new day is dawning. Evangelism, 
mass evangelism, is coming back 
all over America, | 
December 16, 1944, eighteen 
months ago; I wrote a letter to my 
friend, Mr. Don Norman, then 
director of Moody Press, which 
publishes Dr. Chafer’s book, urg- 
ing that the book be withdrawn 
from circulation, that this knife 
in the back of evangelism and 
evangelists should be removed. 
With my consent, a copy of the 
letter reviewing fairly, earnestly, 
and in detail, Dr. Chafer’s book, 


(Continued or Page 5) 


And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be 
And they called the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good 
And he, casting away his garment, rose, 
And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt 
The blind man said unto him, Lord, 
And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way} 


And immediately he received his 
Mark 10:46-52. 


Alexander Stephens, the vice 
president of the Southern Confed- 
eracy, speak, he wrote: “When he 
closed, I wept. That was two hours 
ago—and my old dry eyes are wet 
yet.” 


When Henry Grady spoke at the 
New England banquet and came to 
the close of his message, a news- 
paper reporter wrote this about 
him: “He reminded me of an 
animated aurora with all the vari- 
ations of a luminous sunset, and he 
managed in twenty minutes to 
bathe two antagonistic sections in 
fraternal light.” 

Somebody said about Patrick 
Henry after he had closed a mes- 
sage: “The conclusion of his mes- 
sage was a storm of eloquence fol- 
lowed by a stillness of rapture 
that was followed by a storm of 
applause created by his hearers.” 

I used to have a teacher. His 
name was Dr. Poteat. Some things 
which he said I did not agree with, 
but always he set me to think- 
ing. Many of his words were as 
the stab of a bayonet or the sting 
of a hornet or the flash of light- 
ning, and some of his words had 
the drip of vinegar—but his con- 
clusion was usually as the honey- 


Mechanically Recorded for The 


Dr. Robert G. Lee 


comb, 

I have said of other speakers 
whom I have sometimes heard 
that they spake with such power 
that people listened to them as 
slaves listen to an emancipafidn 
proclamation or as children listen 
frightened at the roar of a storm, 

I know and I have read of 
speakers whose messages in con- 
tinuance was as a sun upon a 


drouth-smitten field, but whose 
conclusion was as the _ cooling 
rain that soothes the parched 
earth. 


Such must have been something 
like the teaching Jesus has been 
giving in the ‘passage that pre- 


(Continued on Page 2) 


July 15 Deadline in 
Subscription Offer 


July 15 the price of The Sword 
of the Lord advances to $2 a year 
(Canadian and foreign subscrip- 
tions, $2.50 per year). Before 
that we want to get 20,000 sub- 
scriptions at the oid rate of $1 
for 8 months in the United States 
(Canada and foreign countries, $1 
for 6 months). TO TAKE AD- 
VANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL 
OFFER YOU MUST GET YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTIONS IN THE MAIL 
AND POSTMARKED BY MID- 
NIGHT JULY 15. 

For each $2 in subscriptions 
during this campaign, we will give 
the new book, The Scarlet Sin and 
Other Revival Sermons, with beau- 
tiful scarlet and black paper 
cover, 254 pages. These sermons 
were taken down, word for word 
as preached.» ‘They are among 
the most thrilling and popular by 
the editor, Dr. John R. Rice. Send 
as many subscriptions as you can. 
We will send free one boox for 
each $2 worth ot subscriptions at 
the present rate. 

Remember that the present rate 
ot $1 for 8 months is good only 
to July 15. Subscriptions mailed 
after midnight of that date, as in- 
dicated by the postmark, will be 


counted at 6 months for $1. Many 
thousands of subscriptions are 
coming in, hundreds of them every 


day. But every reader should do 
nis or her part. Every reader can 
send at least two subscriptions 


and get one copy of this large and 
interesting book. If possible send 
a list of ten and have several 
copies of the book to give or lend 
tc others. 

Many are certain to be interest- 
eu in these sermons like The Scar- 
let Sin and the Roads That Lead 
to It, as preached in Spokane, 
Washington, in a city-wide cam- 
paign; All Satan’s Apples Have 
Worms, as preached in the union 
revival at Cleveland, Ohio, with 
over ninety churches cooperating 
in, the Public Music Hall; The Un- 
pardonable Sin, as preached in 
finion campaign in Binghamton, 
New York; The Fulness of‘ the 
Spirit, as preached in the union 
campaign at Seattle, Washington, 
Other messages are: 

The Four Biggest Fools in Town 

Why God Hardened Pharoah’s 
Heart 

The Worth of a Soul. 
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Blessinas -- 


(Continued from Page 1) 


cedes the portion which we are 
considering tonight as Luke re- 
cords it. 


Remember Jesus has rebuked 
John for his sectarianism. Jesus 
has given solemn warning about 
the reality of an eternal Hell. 
Jesus has spoken of divorce, Jesus 
has warned against unconsecrat- 
ed riches. Jesus has foretold His 
death and resurrection. Jesus has 
gently scorched James and John 
for their desire for pre-eminence. 
But His conclusion was as sweet as 
a mother’s lullaby, as solemnizing 
as a funeral procession, as balm 
to bruises, and as arousing as a 
silver trumpet. And what was 
that conclusion? Here it is: “And 
whosoever of you will be the chief- 
est, shall be servant of all. For 
even the Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” ae 

Let us note some— 


Il. Conquests 

In the second place tonight I 
want us to think a moment of 
some conquests. This Scripture 
says that Jesus “came to Jeri- 
cho” and that “he went out of 
Jericho.” Jericho was a city, a 
city situated in the territory of the 
tribe of Benjamin, about twenty 
miles northeast of Jerusalem and 
four miles west of the Jordan 
River. Jericho was a city which 
was conquered itself. Joshua 
6:1-2 tells us, “Now Jericho was 
straitly shut up because of the 
ehildren of Israel: none went out, 
and none came in. And the Lord 
said unto Joshua, See, I have given 
into thine hand Jericho, and the 
king thereof, and the mighty men 
of valour.” 


You remember the city fell down 
by the power of God. “So the peo- 
ple shouted when the priests blew 
with the trumpets; and it came to 
pass, when the people heard the 
sound of the trumpet, and the peo- 
ple shouted with a great shout, 
that the wall fell down flat, so 
that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before 
him, and they took the city.” 


In that city there was the con- 
quest of an unregenerate heart. 
Rahab the harlot had her house 
upon the wall of the city. When 
the spies came she hid them and 
kept them from death. When she 
let them down from the roof of 
her house by a scarlet rope she 
asked of these spies that when 
Joshua should come and capture 
the city, they would spare all of 
her loved ones. They swore. to 
her that if she would put that red 
trope m the window and keep it 
there, all who were in her house 
should not be hurt when the vic 
torious armies came. So she went 
away from her house to the houses 
of her kindred and told them what 
was coming to pass and said, ‘All 
the city is going to be destroyed. 
They have promised that they 
would not destroy my house. If 
you would be safe, come to my 
house.” This woman, whose heart 
was changed because she manifest- 
ed such faith, went out after her 
loved ones. The conquest of a hu- 
man heart is a great thing. 

Somebody was speaking to Na- 
poleon once about the conquests 
he had made of countries and of 
armies and of peoples, and then 
mentioned something about Jose- 
phine, the only woman he ever 
really loved. He said: “Yes, I con- 
quer provinces; Josephine wins 
hearts, and hers is the greatest 
victory.” And so it is. 

Then we see that in Jericho 
there was the forewell sadness 
that Elisha had in his heart and 
which was conquered by the will 
of God. Elijah had gone home to 
be with God, but he had dropped 
his mantle upon Elisha as he went 
away. The Book tells us that “He 
took the mantle of Elijah that fell 
from him, and smote the waters, 
and said, Where is the Lord God 
of Elijah? And when he also had 
smitten the waters, they parted 
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hither and thither: and Elisha 
went over. And when the sons 
of the prophets which were to view 
at Jericho saw him, they said, The 
spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. 
And they came to meet him, and 
bowed themselves to the ground 
before him.” : 


A conquest was made in the city 
of Jericho in the person of the 
grasping tax-gatherer named Zac- 
chaeus. You remember how 
Jesus came into the city. Zac- 
chaeus, the little runt man, ran 
down the road and climbed up a 
sycamore tree to see Jesus. He 
sat there in the tree. Jesus came 
by and stopped at the tree and 
said, “Zacchaeus, make haste and 
come down: for today I must abide 
at thy house.” (Luke 9:5). And 
when they went away after Zac- 
chaeus had joyfully received Him, 
people said, “He has gone to be 
guest with a man that is a sin- 
ner.” But after Jesus had spent 
some time in the home and at the 
table of Zacchaeus and went to 
leave, Zacchaeus stood and made 
his confession that if he had stolen 
from anybody he would restore it 
fourfold. And when Jesus went 
His way, the wife of Zacchaeus 
had a new husband. The children 
of Zacchaeus had a new father. 
The brothers and sisters of Zac- 
chaeus had a new brother. The 
citizens had a new citizen. And 
Jesus had a new trophy because 
of the conquest of the selfish life 
as it was in Zacchaeus. 

We turn from conquests to think 
of— 


Ill. Christ and His Compan- 
ions and the Crowds 

Notice what the Scripture says: 
“They came to Jericho: and as he 
went out of Jericho with his disci- 
ples and a great number of people, 
blind Bartimaeus, the son of Ti- 
maeus, sat by the highway side 
begging.” 

Christ, the Son of Man without 
sin.. Christ, the Son of God with 
power, was the glorious One, the 
most glorious One, of that crowd, 
even as He is the most glorious 
One in Heaven. He had His com- 
panions with Him, these disciples 
—folks just like we are, folks who 
had known sin, folks who had had 
heartaches and sorrows and bur- 
dens and temptations and tribula- 
tions and hurts and misunderstand- 
ings. And the crowds were there 
—so like sheep without a shepherd, 
so like patients needing and some- 
times refusing the ministry of a 
great physician, so like pupils need- 
ing and sometimes refusing the 
teaching of a great teacher, so like 
prisonérs needing and sometimes 
refusing the liberty offered by the 
liberator, so like the thirsty needs 
ing and sometimes refusing the 
water which would satisfy their 
thirst, so like the hungry needing 
and yet sometimes refusing the 
food that Christ offered. Here 
were the crowds, and here was the 
Christ, and here were his com- 
panions, © 

Notice that there is— 


IV. Christ and Calamity 

Where was the calamity? In 
whom was the calamity centered? 
We read the answers to these ques- 
tions in the word, “Blind Barti- 
maeus, the son of Timaeus, sat 
by the highway side begging.” If 
you think that was not a calamity, 
ask yourself how you would feel if 
you had never seen and could never 
see the face of a lovely girl. Ask 
yourself if you would not consider 
yourself as one in calamity if you 
could never see and had never seen 
the glory of a starlit night. If you 
had never seen the heart of an 
open red rose or the white bosom 
of a pure lily. What calamity you 
would consider yours if you’ could 
never see a baby’s face; if you 
could never see the moon blossom- 
ing like a yellow jonquil in the 
garden of the patient stars; if you 
could never see the sunlight; if 
you could never see the emerald 
carpets of the meadow, embroid- 
ered with flowers by the long, gold- 
en flingers, the gentle, the warm 
fingers of the sun. 

Yes, blind Bartimaeus could say, 
“IT am blind;” but Bartimaeus was 
not as bad off as some people are, 
and as some people have been. He 
was not in as tragic condition as 
some people whom I have met and 
whom I have known, He was blind, 
but he could HEAR. “And HEAR- 
ING the multitude pass by, he 
} asked what it meant.” He was blind 
but he could WALK. He was 
blind but he was not DEAF. He 
was blind but he was. not CRIP- 
PLED. He was blind, but he could 


|TALK. Some people are blind and 
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dumb, Some people are blind and 
deaf. Some people are blind and 
crippled. Some people are dumb 
along with their blindness; they 
have silence along with the mid- 
night of their lives. No matter 
what your calamity, remember 


others may have worse calamity 
than yours. 

A man was complaining one day 
because he did not have any shoes. 
He looked out of a window and 
saw a crippled man who had no 
feet, a man who was going along 
on crutches. The man who had 
no shoes said, “I suppose he is 
worse off than I am. I have feet 
but no shoes to put on them; he 
has shoes but no feet to put in 
them.” It is much worse to be crip- 
pled than it is to be without shoes. 
There are people who have many 
things that others do not have. 
and every one of us has missed 
many things in life that others 
have had to put up with. 


You are not cross-eyed. A lot of 
people are. You have never suf- 
fered the agonies of sciatica. Some 
people have. Thus we go through 
life. 7 

Sometimes we pick up the pa- 
pers and read something and say. 
“Well .that is terrible.” 

Not long ago I went into a home 
where a little child. a lovely little 
girl, had died. People said, “Oh, I 
don’t think anything much worse 
could have come to that family.” 

I picked up a newspaper from 
my little home town and read 
where three children, the only 
children in that home, burned to 
death when the home was de- 
stroyed hy fire. 

Here is what 
said: 

“Three Children Are 
“Burned to Death 
“Near Fort Mill 

“Three sleeping children rang- 
ing in age from six months to three 
years, were burned to death about 
8 o'clock last Friday morning at 
their home in Indian Land town- 
ship, near Fort Mill. 

“They were Albert Vernon Yar- 
brough, 3: Herbert Gilmore Yar- 
brough, 2, and Vivian Elizabeth 
Yarbrough, six months, children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Yarbrough. 


the newspaper 


“The mother arose and went to 
the barn, some distance away, to 
milk, and Jeft the children asleep. 
Later she happened to look back 
and saw the house in flames. When 
she reached the house the roof had 
already fallen in and the walls 
were aflame. The children were 
burned almost beyond recognition. 
The family lived in a small tenant 
house near the wife’s mother while 
the father was in the service.” 

One child of one family died with 
the ministry of nurses, with the 
ministry of doctors, with sympa- 
thetic hearts about her. The other 
three children of another family 
died in a burning house. I wonder 
sometimes how a mother can stand 
to pass throurh sych a deep val- 
ley as that. But God sees people 
through. 

Did you ever thank God for the 
things vou have missed as well 
as for the things God has blessed 
you with? Have you missed small- 
pox? Have you missed yellow 
fever? Have you missed a trage- 
dy in your home, a tragedy such 
as some people have? Have you 
missed some things, and have you 
thanked God for some things that 
you have missed? 

Blind Bartimaeus missed his eye- 
sight: but he had his tongue, he 
had his head, and he had his feet, 
and he had his hands, and ears. 
Thus we see that the calamity 
could have been a calamity more 
far-reaching, more intense, more 
dominating of his whole body and 
personality. 

Notice next— 


V.. Christ and the Cry 


“And hearing the multitudes 
pass by, he asked what it meant. 
And they said to him that Jesus 
of Nazareth passeth by.” He first 
heard the tramping and the voices 
of the great throng pressing for- 
ward in the narrow streets. Then 
he inquired what it all meant, and 
they told him that Jesus of Naza- 
reth was passing by. 

“What means this eager, anxious 


throng, 

Which moves with busy haste 
along— 

These wondrous gatherings day 
by day! 


What means this strange commo- 


With the Editors 


Sunday night, June 9, the edi- 
tor began a twenty-two day un- 
ion campaign in Goshen, Indiana, 
Two 40x100 feet tents were put 
together ingeniously to make a 
tent 80x100, with seats for ap- 
proximately 1,200 people. About 
800 people were present the first 
Sunday afternoon service and over 
1,000 Sunday night to hear the 
sermon on Hell. Deep concern 
was evident. There were three 
professions of faith and twe back- 
sliders restored at the first invi- 
tation, Beginning next Sunday 
every evangelical church in the 
city will give up its Sunday night 
service to attend the revival cam- 
paign. There is prospect for a 
great revival. Goshen has some 
12,000 people and nearby are EIlk- 
hart and Mishawaka and other 
towns. We covet the prayers of 
God's people. 

Monday night, June 10, the edi- 
tor was to go to Detroit for the 
Moonlight Christian Cruise, to 
speak to some 2,000 people on a 
three-hour outing, returning te 
Goshen for Tuesday night’s 
service. 

Dr. Rebert J. Wells, associate 
editor of The Sword of the Lord 
spoke Saturday night, June 8, at 
St. Louis Youth for Christ, was 
to go Monday, June 10, to Beloit, 
Wisconsin, for a meeting with 
pastors, on their invitation, mak- 
ing plans for a union revival there, 
God willing. June 16 Dr. Wells 
will begin his second city-wide 
union campaign in Warren, Ohio, 
Last year God gave them over 
400 professions of faith in War- 
ren. 

All of us are planning and pray- 
ing much about the big Confer- 
ence on Evangelism at Winona 
Lake July 7-14. By all means 
come if you can to what will be 
one of the most tremendous meet- 
ings for evangelism ‘n many 
years, as we earnestly pray. 


tion, pray? 
In accents hushed the throng re- 
(Continued on pag 3) 
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PAGE THREE 


(Continued from Page 2) 


ply: 

Yesus of Nazareth passeth by.’” 

Their answer stirred Bartimaeus 
te unwonted energy and to un- 
usual earnestness. I suppose that 
he had a soliloquy, that is, he 
talked with himself. : 

I have an old colored man who 
sometimes works at my house. At 
times, it is all I can do to keep 
from being annoyed with him be- 
eause he vorks noisily outside the 
window of my study. One morn- 
ing I heard him talking to him- 
self. He said, “I wonder what the 
Missus is going to have for din- 
ner? I wonder what the Doctor 
is going to give me when I get 
through? I wonder if I could get 
my coal bin filled up? I wonder 
if the Dotcor would fill my coal 
bin?’ At least I thought he was 
talking to himself—-he might have 
been talking, knowing that I could 
hear through the*window, so that I 
might hear and that he might get 
profit from my hearing. 


But sometimes I imagine that 
blind Bartimaeus talked with him- 
self in earnestness. He might 
have said something like this: ‘This 
is He of whom I heard so much, 
He about whom I have heard so 
many wondrous things. I have 
heard so many talking about Him. 
They have told me how He has 
made the dumb to speak: they 
have told me how He has made the 
deaf to hear. I have heard how 
He made foul lepers clean and fit 
efor the embrace of their loved 
ones. I have heard how He has 
made the dead to live again. I 
have heard, too, how He opened the 
eyes of the blind, Kind travelers, 
as they dropped their alms into 
my hand, have said to me again 
and again that if I could only get 
to Him, He would be sure to heal 
me. Often have I prayed that He 
might come this way—and now He 
is here! ; 

‘This is the opportunity of my 
life. 

“QO, God, that I may use it well. 

Jesus ,thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 


And in briefer time than I have 
taken to express some of his solilo- 
quizing, thoughts like these must 
have thrilled him through and 
through. He cried loudly, and as-he 
did so his voice rose above the hum 
of the voices of the crowd, above 
the tramp, tramp, tramp of their 
feet: ‘Jesus, thou Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” That was the 
content of his cry. 

Just here we cannot overlook 
the —~ 
VL. Critics and Continuance 

But I notice something else. I 
notice the critics and their carp- 
ing criticisms. Notice what the 
Scripture says: “And many 
charged him that he should hold 
his peace.” They said, “Shut up, 
you!” “And they which went be- 
fore rebuked him, that he should 
hold his peace.” They said, “Keep 
your mouth shut! What do you 
want to break in with your crying 
out like that for?” 

But notice his persistence: “He 
cried the more a great deal, Thou 
Son of David, have mercy on me.” 
Oh, it is a great thing to see a 
man persistent in things that are 
right and things that are worth 
while. I dare say that if some- 
body had not been persistent here 
you would not have had this mis- 
gion through these twenty-nine 
years. And if God in His persist- 
ence of blessing had not been re- 
sponsive to the persistence of en- 
deavor you might not have had 
this beautiful place. 

Here is this man in dire need. 
He is blind. He is in midnight all 
the time. One time d asked a 
eongregation to sit quietly and 
shut their eyes for half an hour. 
Some of the women almost faint- 
ed. Some of the men said, “That 
is one of the hardest things I ever 
did—just to sit down and shut my 
eyes for half an hour.” Try it 
gome time; and what you find 
hard to endure for half an hour, 
blind Bartimaeus endured all the 
time. With him it was always 
night, always midnight. With him 
ft was always dark—no matter 
how bright the sun was, no mat- 
ter how beautiful the moon was, 
no matter how golden the stars 
gleamed. It was night, night, night 
all the time for Bartimaeus. 

Now he knew that this was his 
ehance, and he laid hold wpon. it. 
He did not lay hold upon it, with 
fingertips. He grasped it with all 
of his power! ‘Though they said, 
“Shut up, you!” and rebuked him, 
He cried so much the more, “Jesus 


-_— 


thou Son of David, have mercy on 
me,” 


The critics are in this crowd. 
Always we have the critics with 
us. Always the hogs can find a 
place to wallow. Always the buz- 
zards can find a carcass, Always 
the flies can find a sore. Always 
the butcherbirds can find some 
thorns on which to entail their 
victims, Always we have the driv- 
ers of garbage carts. Always we 
have. these miniature photogra- 
phers of sordid spots. Always there 
are those who let a man’s faults 
loom large and let his virtues ap- 
pear small. Critics! 


I remember once down in Mem- 
phis I turned loose on some things 
for four different Sunday morn- 
ings. One Sunday morning one 
man said I ought to have had on 
an asbestos suit and everybody in 
the congregation ought to have 
been dressed in asbestos clothes. 

One man came by four different 
mornings and said, “I didn’t like 
your sermon.” He started off rath- 
er mildly. The second time he 
came his face was framed in a 
frown and his voice was grouchy. 
The next time he came his face 
was all a frown and he growled 
like a bear. The fourth time he 
came by me he said, ‘I didn’t like 
your sermon.” I had been a Chris- 
tian gentleman long énough, and 
I said, “The devil didn’t either! 
Classify yourself and come back 
next Sunday morning!” And he 
came back, 

There are always in this world 
people who will put a man’s blun- 
ders in big type on the first page, 
who will headline his faults, but 
who will put his successes and his 
virtues in small type in the want- 
ad section. If you have a very 
strong microscope you can find 
something good said about him! 

This eager, surging crowd, in 
their desire to press onward, were 
going somewhere. Jesus was in the 
midst of them. And with all the 
tyranny of mob rule, with all the 
impatience of selfishness, without 
any expressions of pity for this 
blind, unfortunate man, and with- 
out any show of sympathy toward 
him, they tried to stop him from 
crying out to the One, the only 
One who could make him see. The 
crowd would smother his entreaty. 
They would stifle his cry. “Shut 
up!’ -they said. It was, they 
thought, beneath His dignity (the 
dignity of Jesus) to hold parley 
with a beggar. How they misun- 
der stood Jesus! Why should Jesus 
stop to listen to a beggar? Why 
should He be interrupted in his 
discourse by the way by an ap- 
plication from one so insignificant 
as this blind beggar? They 
thought it would ill become the 
representative of David's line to 


speak with him—and, therefore, |- 


they told him to shut up and be 
still. “Many charged him that 
he should hold his peace.” They 
were around him like hgunds. They 
were saying, “Shut up! Shut up! 
SHUT UP! KEEP QUIET!” But 
above all their charging him to 
keep quiet, he continued to cry: 
“Jesus, thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me.” 

He kept on!—many against one, 
and one against these many. There 
were many who could see, against 
a man who could not see. He was 
outnumbered; but, thank God, he 
was not outweighed, He continued 
to cry. “But he cried the more a 
great deal.” That is keeping at it. 
And his continuance in crying held 
their criticism in contempt. His 
appeal wag to Jesus, not to them. 
Jesus knew. He would take no an- 
swer except from Jesus. Jesus 
know, and he did not call in vain. 
Jesus heard, This we shall now 
see. 

Think just here of— 


VII. Christ and Command 

and Commotion 

“And Jesus stood still, and com- 
manded him to be called. And 
they call the blind man, saying 
unto him (See how they change 
their tone now when Jesus com- 
mands), Be of good cémfoft, rise; 
He calleth thee.” r, 

Notice how Luke expresses it: 
“And Jesus stood, and commanded 
him to be brought unto him.” 

As We pass on let us notice the 
delicate appropriateness of the 
words, as referring to the one who 
was blind. To another Christ 
might have said, “Come unto me.” 
But to say that now might have 
painfully reminded Bartimaeus of 
his privation. For though, from 
long habit, he knew the pathway 
to his accustomed place by the 
roadside, on the street, or beneath 
the palm tree, how was he to thread 


his way through such a crowd, 
blind as he was, with midnight 
heavy upon his eyelids? There- 
fore, with His usual tenderness, 
the Lord’s command was that he 
“be brought unto Him.” 


It was a case in which the agen- 
cy of others could be helpful, and 
so that was called into operation, 
not only to rebuke those who had 
told him to shut up, but also to 
remind us that we may often, like 
Andrew and Peter, do lasting good 
to others by bringing them to 
Jesus, This is a beautiful picture. 


Notice— 


VIIL. Christ and the Com- 
forting Call 


“Jesus stood still and command- 
ed him to be called. And they 
called the blind man, saying unto 
him, Be of good comfort, rise: He 
calleth thee.” Never was rainfall 
& more cooling power .upon a 
drought-smitten field or withered 
orchard than were these words 
that fell with comfort upon the 


ears and in the heart of blind 
Bartimaeus. 

Notice— 

IX. Christ and the Casting 


Away 


“And he, casting away his gar- 
ment, rose, and came to Jesus.” 
Christ! There He stands! Blind 
Bartimaeus. There he sits! He 
cast away his garment. He arose! 
He cast away his upper garment 
that it might not impede his move- 
ments. He did not want to be slow 
getting to Jesus. Some people 
put on so many old worldly cloaks 
that they cannot go very fast. 
“Let us lay aside every weight, 


and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us.” 


Brother Copeland and [ talked 
a little bit today about some of the 
races we ran. Do you know what 
he put on when he ran a hundred- 
yard dash and won it? He put on 
a high beaver hat and riding boots. 
He took a whip along and took 
some sandwiches and a bottle of 
milk. He took an umbrella so 
that if it rained he would not get 
wet And he went out and ran 
the hundred-yard race and won it! 
Nothing of the kind! Yet that is 


the way some people try to run. 


the Christian race for God. They 
put on ali sorts of non-essential 
things. 


When I used to run the half 
mile I argued over the weight 
of shoes, whether I wanted shoes 
that weighed so many ounces, or 
sO many ounces, We wore just as 
little as we could wear. I did not 
put on an overcoat. I did not wear 
long trousers. I did not wear a 
necktie and collar. An ounce laid 
aside meant a whole lot. 


Robert Browning in his won- 
derful poem tells how they brought 
good news from Aix to Ghent. Do 
you know what the man who was 
riding did? He rode his horse 
until he was almost dead. He 
pulled off his boots and his coat 
and made it light for the horse. 
So many times we hold on to 
things and cling to things that 
make us slow in running for Jesus 
and in getting to Jesus! Blind 
Bartimaeus threw off his outside 
garments and said, “I must get to 
Him quickly; Hé'’s passing by!’ 
He did not wait. He did not have 
any time to lose. He knew that 
Jesus was passing by. If he let 


that golden opportunity go, an- 
other opportunity might not come. 
Therefore he would not delay. 
Therefore he would not be put 
down. Therefore he would act 
promptly. He did not say, “I'll 
wait until he passes this way 
again. He will doubtless come by 
here some other time.” 


Listen! Jesus is always passing 
by in the ordinances and invita- 
tions of His gospel; but I want te 
ask you this question: “What se- 
curity have you that you shall long 
enjoy these things?” He never 
passes weakly, but ably through 
the place of woe. He performs no 
cures after death, and you know 
not when death may overtake you. 
You know not when the Lord 
Jesus shall return. If you are 
not among those caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air and you have 
to stay on this earth and go 
through the tribulation period, all 
through that period you will call 
yourself a fool. So this is a real, 
a golden, a God-given opportunity; 
but it is a transient one. Therefore 
I implore you not to lose it, but 
to call, and call, and call again, if 
need be, ‘Jesus, thou Son of David, 
have mercy on me, that I may re- 
ceive salvation.’ 

“Pass me not, O gentle Saviour, 

Hear my humble cry, 

While on others Thou art calling, 

Do not pass me by.” 

Sometimes we pass Jesus by. 
‘Pass me not, O gracious Saviour; 

Let me live and cling to Thee; 
O, I'm longing for Thy favor; 

Whilst thou’rt calling, O call 

me.” 

So he called Bartimaeus,and Bar- 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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timaeus put off his garment and 
threw it aside. 

Maybe it is some sinful habit 
that you need to put away so that 
you can get to Jesus quickly. May- 
be there is something cleaving to 
you that hinders your having com- 
panionship with Christ. Perhaps 
it has been your money or your 
worldly possessions in which you 
have been trusting that have been 
a weight to you. 

Now notite— 


X. Christ and the Conver- 

sation 

“And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, what wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee?” The blind 
man said unto him, “Lord, just 
give me a nice little dog to lead me 
around, or a new walking cane; 
or a new cup for my pennies and 
I will be happy.” No, that is not 
what he said! 

“What wilt thou that I shall do 
unto thee?” Listen, if Jesus came 
in here tonight and stood here, if 
you could see Him as you see me, 
and He said: “What do you want 
Me to do for you?” what would 
you tell Him on the spur of the 
moment? What would your an- 
swer be? Notice that blind Bar- 
timaeus knew what he wanted: he 
knew what he wanted right then 
and there. He did not hesitate at 
all... He said, ‘Lord, that I may 
receive my sight!” 


might receive my sight! I want 
my sight!” 
Notice— 
XI. Christ and the Com- 
mendation 


“And Jesus said unto him, Go 
thy way; thy faith hath made thee 
whole. And immediately he re- 
ceived his sight. (Oh, who on 
earth could describe that!) And 
he followed Jesus in the way.” 

They say he received his sight 
and went down to the dance hall 
to see what the new dance was, 
whether they were doing the “Don- 
key Dip” properly or the “Tiger 
Tramp” correctly! They say he 
received his sight and then went 
down to some gambling joint to 
see if he could make “a grand 
slam.” They say he received his 
sight and then struck out to the 
liquor store to make a fool out 
of himself with “frog gin.” Frog 
gin! Do you know what frog 
gin means? It means 

Drink a little 
Hop a little 
And then croak. 

No! listen. “He received his 
sight, and followed Jesus in tee 
way.” That is a beautiful exam- 
ple for a lot of people in the world 
today. 

“Immediately he received his 
sight.” That is a whole world of 
beauty. Think of a man’s seeing 


the sun for the first time! Think 


of seeing for the first time flow- 
ers painted and fringed with God’s 
glory! And seeing the faces of 
folks for the first time! I do not 
think blind Bartimaeus had ever 
seen before. If you disagree with 
me, then I am willing to be shown. 
Think of it! Here is a man who is 
immediately seeing for the first 
time the beautiful landscapes, see- 
ing a tree against the earth’s flow- 
ery breast, seeing a blue sky for the 
first time, seeing a highway for 
the first time, seeing a field, or a 
ripened peach or a red apple for 
the first time! And that night 
when the stars came out I do not 
think blind Bartimaeus slept very 
much. He said, “I want to see the 
stars. Aren’t they beautiful?” 

“Immediately he received his 
sight and followed Jesus in the 
way.” Maybe I am putting some- 
thing in here that does not belong 
here, but I think he said to some 
of those folks, “Wouldn’t I have 
been a dunce if I had stopped when 
you told me to shut my mouth? I 
can see, and yet you told me to 
shut up. I didn’t shut up, and that 
is why I now look up.” 

Notice next— 

XII. Christ and the Complete 
Cure and Christ and 
the Change... 

It was a; complete cure, He did 
not have to riin down to the ocu- 
list and get some glasses, some 
bifocals, as some of us have to do. 
He did not have to go down to the 
drug store and get some eye drops 
to help him to see more clearly. 
He was completely cured. His eyes 
Were as clear as an eagle’s eyes. 
Jesus always—ALWAYS—does the 
complete thing. When He saves 
you, He does not save you half- 


“Oh, that Ij:*:- 


way. He does not drag you up out 
of the water and then let you flop 
around as He says, “I am never 
going to get you out. I am just 
going to let you flop around.” He 
does not say, “I will bring you 
halfway out of the pit, let you 
hang there a while, and then drop 
you back into the pit.” He prom- 
iség to take us all the way out of 
the pit, put us on a rock, establish 
our going and put a new song in 
our mouth. 

“All the way my Saviour leads me 
What have I to ask beside?” 

Yes, ALL the way! 

Wasn’t that a beautiful change 
for blind Bartimaeus to look for 
the first time upon the sun, the 
trees, the fields, the sky—to him 
an opening paradise! And blind 
Bartimaeus glorified God. 


Let me take time to give you 
something which appeared in the 
Century Magazine in July of 1912 
In that issue of the magazine was 
a remarkably well-told story of 
a blind woman who felt that her 
blindness was a curse from God. 
At length she was persuaded to let 
a doctor cure her. After a long 
process she was enabled to see. 
The revelation of seeing was so 
great that when asked to relate 
her experience she said: ‘Tell that 
which ten thousand tongues could 
scarce relate! The tongue of Sera- 
phim ain’t competent to tell what 
I seed ... Am I translated and 
is this here the New Jerusalem? 
In the face of John there the 
boy I had always abused as shift- 
less, I beheld loving kindness and 
unselfishness. In Marthy it were 
the very living sperit of Christ 
Himself I see. I know that my 
Redeemer liveth and has fetched 
me up out of the blackness of 
darkness on the topmost peaks of 
joy and peace and thanksgiving for 
the unsearchable riches and glory 
and power of the love of God.” 
Why, ten thousand tongues could 
not tell what it means to see. 
“When we have been there with 
Him ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand years, bright shining as the 
sun, we'll have no less days to 
sing His praise than when we first 
begun!” 

Then I want us to notice— 
XII. Christ and the Chorus 

“And immediately he received 
his sight and followed him, glori- 
fying God: and all the people, when 
they saw it, gave praise unto God.” 
When they saw it, they gave praise 
to God—a great chorus of praise. 

XIV. Conclusion — What 

Would You Think if— 

Now let me come to the con- 
clusion of my message. I started 
with the conclusion of Jesus’ mes- 
Sage, and now let me come to my 
own conclusion. 

What would you think if Barti- 
maeus had made no effort to get 
Jesus to notice him? Whagf if he 
had known, as he did, that Jesus 
was passing by. and had passively 
kept his seat and had not made 
any effort at all to get Jesus’ no- 
tice? What would you think if 
Bartimaeus had put off until some 
other time his crying out unto 
Jesus? What would you think if 
Bartimaeus had asked for a dog 
to lead him around, or a new cup 
for his pennies? What would you 
think if Bartimaeus had _ said: 
‘Jesus associates with hypocrites 
and I. want nothing to do with 
Him.” What would you think if 
Bartimaeus had said, “This is 


Jesus. He can heal the blind, but | 


I will think it over before I ask 
Him. I am not ready to receive 
my sight right now. I don’t feel 
like receiving my sight. I am not 
dressed well enough to go to Him 
and get my sight restored.” What 
would you think if he had said, “T 
don’t have time to get my sight 
restored?” What would you think if 
he had said, “It.is not convenient 
for me to get up from my seat 
under the palm tree. It is not 
convenient; I like comfort.” What 
would you think if blind Barti- 
maeus had acted like that? Sup- 
pose blind Bartimaeus had said, 
“Some other day,” or “I don’t like 
it because He helped .some hypo- 
crites.not. ago.. I don’t like it, 
go T Will just ‘stay blind.” 

“Do you think blind Bartimaeus 
ever forgot that day?> Do you 
think that blind Bartimaeus ever 
forgot the day he received his 
sight? Do you think his heart ever 
failed to be filled with gratitude 
because of that day? Do you 
think that he ever forgot the 
Christ. of that day? The chief 
butler forgot Joseph, but I do not 
think that blind Bartimaeus ever 


forgot Jesus, I think the sound of | 


Jesus’ voice, was in his ears until 
he died: I think the day when he 
saw JeSus and saw the world with 
all of its beauty was a day never 
forgotten. 

What if he had said, “Well, I 
just dont’ understand how Jesus 
could heal a blind man; so I am 
not going to ask Him to heal me. 
You would think that Bartimaeus 
was foolish. He never forgot 
Jesus. 

Some time ago there appeared 
in one of our papers an account 
headed with these words, “The 
Disaster That Japan Forgot.” I 
read you part of that account: 

“History knows no disaster, Said 
the Literary Digest in the issue of 
September 15, 1923, which paral- 
lels the earthquake and fire that 
visited Japan the first of this 
month and laid waste the capital 
city and the chief seaport. 

“The New York ‘Tribune’ called 
the earthquake ‘undoubtedly the 
greatest disaster in recorded time.’ 
The New York ‘Times’ in a dis- 
patch from Osaka, described the 
havoc as covering about 45,000 
square miles which contained five 
big cities and a population of about 
7,000,000. Other dispatches report- 
ed that virtually every building 
in Yokohama was destroyed. Per- 
haps three-fourths of Tokyo was 
burned and the entire city with 
its 5,000,000 inhabitants was shat- 
tered by the earthquake. 

“A joint survey made by Secre- 
tary Hoover and the Red Cross es- 
timated the dead at between 200,- 
000 and 300,000 with 2,500,000 peo- 
ple homeless. Disease and despair 
rode through the island empire. 
Then help came! Help from Amer- 
ica for helpless Japan! Food, 
clothing, and medical supplies and 
volunteer workers came by the 
shipload to help rebuild a poten- 
tial world power. 

“The American Red Cross col- 
lected Ten Million Dollars from 
the people of the United States for 
the suffering and the homeless 
Nipponese. 

“Those who lived through the 
awful earth tremors, the gigantic 
waves, and the tongues of fire must 
perish, it seemed, from starvation 
or disease. But they didn’t, because 
America remembered—remembered 
their need, and their suffering, and 
their hunger. 

“The Nipponese were grateful. 
They even put their appreciation 
in writing. Walter Kierman, cor- 


respondent for the International 


News Service, recalls their words: 
‘Japan will never forget.’ ” 

But Japan did forget! Ameri- 
can ships of mercy were forgotten 
and the Rising Sun sent planes of 
destruction in return. 

Yes, Japan forgot what she said 
she would never forget. For on 
December 7, 1941, Japanese air- 
planes brought death and destruc- 
tion to Pearl Harbor. And the 
Rising Sun has proclaimed that 
America shall be brought to her 
knees begging for mercy. 

But are the Japanese the only 
ones who overlook past mercies? 
Long ago the Lord said of Israel: 
“My people have forgotten Me 
days without number” (Jer. 2:32). 
Despite all of God‘s goodness to 
Israel, they were guilty of forget- 
ting Him. He blessed them, but 
they forgot Him. 

Are we guilty of forgetting 
Him? Just what is our attitude 
toward the God who “so loved the 
world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
eth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

The Son of God may be forgot- 
ten, and the gift of God may be re- 
jected, but only at the awful pen- 
alty of losing one’s soul. “For 
what shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his soul? Or what shall a 
man give in exchange. for his 
soul?” (Mark 8:36-37). 

Blind Bartimaeus followed Jesus 
in the way. He never forgot the 
wonder of that day. He never for- 
got, surely he never forgot, the 
majestic face and the compassion- 


‘ate eyes and the sweet voice of the} 


Christ. who said, “Go thy way; thy 
faith hath made thee whole,” for 
“immediately “he received his 
sight.” 

Have you forgotten the Christ 
of God? 
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Hurry! Do Your Part! 

We believe every reader has 
been blessed by the wonderful 
messages in The Sword of the Lord 
and by the revival inspiration and 
the Holy Spirit anointing on the 
pages of America’s foremost evan- 
gelistic weekly. Surely the least 
you can do, in good conscience, 
is to see that others too get the 
blessings of The Sword of the 
Lord, Make up your list of rela- 
tives, of Christian friends. Or 
send the paper to all the Sunday 
School teachers of your Sunday 
School or to the deacons, elders 
or trustees. In every town some- 
one ought to send The Sword of 
the Lord to every pastor. Many 
should see that every family in 
their church gets The Sword of 
the Lord for 8 months. Give 
names and addresses carefully. 
Mark each subscription “new” or 
“renewal.” 

You may renew your own sub- 
scription for as long as you like, 
counting 8 months for $1 if you 
get your subscriptions in before 
July 15. And you will get one 
copy of the new book, The Scar- 
let Sin and Other Revival Ser- 
mons absolutely free for each two 
8-month subscriptions or each 16- 
month subscription. If you send 
twenty or more; subscriptions you 
may have $1 worth of great Chris- 
tion books, selected from our li- 
brary list for each $2 of subscrip- 
tions. See the library plan ad- 
vertised elsewhere in this paper. 

GET YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS 
IN AT ONCE. Send to Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, 214 West 
Wesley Street, Weaton, Illinois. 


Prices Advance July 15 


Heavy expenses and increasing 
costs make it absolutely necessary 
that we increase prices on The 
Sword of the Lord and some of 
the Sword of the Lord books. These 
price advances take effect July 15. 
We are announcing them now so 
that all who will may take advant- 
age of the present low price for 
subscriptions to The Sword of the 
Lord and the books we publish. 


The Sword of the Lord subscrip- 
tion price is now $1 for 8 months 
or $1.50 per year in the United 
States, $2% year in Canada and 
foreign countries. July 15 the price 
will advance to $2 a year in the 
states, $2.50 a year in Canada and 
foreign countries. 

PRAYER—Asking and Receiv- 
ing, 328 pages. Present price $1.50; 
new price after July 15, $2. 

THE HOME: Courtship, Mar- 
riage and Children, 381 pages, 22 
chapters. Price, $2; new price July 
15, $2.50. 


Twelve Tremendous Themes, 177 


a 


large pages. Price now, $1.25; aé- 
ter July 15 it will be $1.50, 


The Ruin of a Christian. Price 
now $1.25; new price July 16, 
$1.50. 

Bible Facts About Heaven, 64 
page booklet, paper bound. Price, 
25c; after July 15 will be 35c. 

Bible Baptism, 64-page, paper- 
bound booklet. Price now, 20c; 35c 
after July 15. 

Lodges Examined by the Bible. 
88 pages, paper-bound, 20c; after 
July 15 will be 35c. 

Jewish Persecution . and Bible 
Prophecies, 47 pages, four chap- 
ters. Now 15c. July 15 new price 
will be 25c. 


All of the 10c booklets of from 
24 to 40 pages each, will be 15c 
after July 15. 

By comparing our books with 
those of other high class Christian 
publishers, you will see that we 
still give more fOr the money than 
others generally do. 

We suggest that you order as 
many of these books as you can 
use before the price advances July 
15. And for each two 8-month sub- 
scriptions to The Sword of the 
Lord at $1 each ($1 for 6 months 
in Canada) you may have free one 
copy of the editor’s new book, The 
Searlet Sin and Other Revival Ser- 
mons, 254 pages, twelve steno- 
graphically reported sermons just 
as given before large congrega- 
tions. 

Send subscriptions, book orderg 
and inquiries to Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 West Wesley 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois, 
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was sent to Dr. Chafer, Since 
then, several] letters passed be- 
tween me and Mr. Norman. We 
talked by telephone two or three 
times. I had a personal interview 
with the beloved president of 
Moody Bible Institute and deeply 
appreciate the kindly attitude of 
the president and director of Moo- 
dy Press toward me and their 
genuine interest in evangelism. I 
understand that Dr. Chafer has 
been. asked to rewrite the book; 
but thus far the matter still stands 
pending, and the book continues 
to be sold with its attack on 
evangelism and evangelists. 

At the Winona Lake Conference 
on Evangelism, sponsored by The 
Sword of the Lord, July 15-21, 
1945, a group of more than forty 
evangelists, including Dr, Bob 
Jones, Dr. Hyman Appelman, Dr. 
Joe Henry Hankins, Dr. Robert 
J. Wells, Rev. Jesse M. Hendley, 
and other well-known and most 
useful evangelists, signed an earn- 
est petition to Moody Press, urg- 
ing that the book, “True Evan- 
gelism” by Dr. Chafer be with- 
drawn from publication. Thus far 
these evangelists have been denied 
their brotherly request. 

I fee] sure that when the good 
men who head Moody Press and 
Moody Bible Institute know the 
feeling of soul-winning Christians 
all over America concerning this 
hurtful attack on evangelism and 
evangelists, and on proven soul- 
winning men and methods and 
messages, they will withdraw the 
book from circulation. 


My Letter to Moody Press, 
Showing the Unscriptural Na- 
ture of Dr. Chafer’s Attack on 
Mass Evangelism and Evan- 
gelists 

After eighteen months of wait- 
ing and hoping, it now seems 
necessary to publish my review 
of Dr. Chafer’s book, “True Evan- 


gelism,” as given in my letter to 


Mr. Don Norman, then director of 
Moody. Press. 
December 14, 1944 
Mr. Don Norman, Manager 
The Moody Press 
153 Institute Place 
Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dear Brother Norman: 

I am sorry I have not had the 
privilege of coming in to have fel- 
lowship with you before this. I 
enjoyed very much our fellowship 
when you came by our office to 
see me some time ago. 

I have had a growing conviction 
I ought to write you in some de- 
tail about the book long publish- 
ed by Moody Press, “True Evan- 
gelism,” by Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer. I have no quarrel with 
Dr. Chafer or with Moody, as I 
am sure you know. Dr. Chafer is a 
good ang great man. His clear 
grasp of the Bible plan of salva- 
tion by grace is wonderful, and 
he has been greatly used in that 
teaching. I regard him as a thor- 
ough Bible scholar, a devoted and 
greatly used child of God and a 
lovable Christian gentleman. Some 
of his books have been very wide- 
ly used, and I can well understand 
how Moody Press would want to 
promote the ministry of this good 
man. 

However, the book, “TRUE 
EVANGELISM,” while it has 
many very fine things in it, has 
others very definitely harmful and 
is not on a par with others of his 
books, in my humble judgment. It 
was written when Dr. Chafer was 
young, and it does not represent 
Dr. Chafer at his best. It contra- 
dicts many things that Moody 
Instituté and the Moody Press 
have taught through the years. I 
pray that God may lead you to 
take the book off the market-after 
a careful study of its contents. I 
think a study will show that the 
book is definitely and positively 
opposed to the D. L. Moody kind of 
evangelism, the kind that Moody 
Institute believes in and that I be- 
lieve in; thatit is a constant of- 
fense to intelligent and sincere 


and successful evangelists; that it. 


discourages. thé Bible kind of per- 
sonal soul winning; that..it does 


not at all represent the true: por, 


sition of Moody Bible Institufe, -its 
founder, its courses, its: litera- 
ture, and its administrative staff. 

May I take a_biv’of your time 


ou. 


: - 
‘i ~ 


to humbly and honestly call your 
attention to some clear-cut teach- 
ings of Dr. Chafer’s book which 
I think are so terribly harmful and 
contrary to the Moody position ? 


[.The Book Definitely, Out- 
spokenly Opposes Mass 
Evangelism 
It seems a strange thing to 
Say that Dr. Chafer’s book “True 
Evangelism,” opposes mass evan- 
gelism. Dr. Chafer himself plainly 
intends, he says, as I understand 
his language, to teach a true kind 
of evangelism by the local church 
and by believers as opposed to a 
false kind of evangelism, that is, 
mass evangelism conducted by 
evangelists. The very first sen- 
tence in Dr. Chafer’s introduction 

to the first edition is this: 

“If there is sufficient warrant 
for this book, in addition to the 
many already written on Evangel- 
ism, it lies in the effort which 
is here made to place an emphasis 
upon the fact that evangelism is 
the service of the whole company 
of believers, and that when they 
intelligently co-operate with the 
Spirit in this work, there is less 
demand for the modern evangelist 
or his methods.” 


When believers “intelligently 
co-operate with the Spirit in this 
work,” says Dr. Chafer, that is 
true evangelism. Then there would 
be less demand for false evangel- 
ism. “There is less demand for 
tthe modern evangelist or his meth- 
ods.” Clearly Dr. Chafer’s inten- 
tion is to bring about “less de- 
mand for the modern evangelist or 
his methods.” Dr. Chafer con- 
tinues; 


“What is here written is the re- 
sult of evangelistic experience and 
study covering a period of almost 
a score of years. During this time 
the trend of the writer’s conviction 
has been away from emotional and 
superficial methods, which are too 
often thought to be the only pos- 
sible expression of earnestness and 
enthusiasm in soul winning, and 
toward an entire dependence upon 
the Spirit to do every phase of 
the work that has been assigned 
to Him in the purpose of God. 

“It is not a pleasant task to 
offer criticism of any faithful ef- 
fort in evangelism; for a sincere 
attempt to reach the lost, though 
misguided, is preferable to the 
spiritual death and formalism 
which knows no burden or sacri- 
fice for the unsaved. What may 
seem aS criticism has been intro- 
duced only where it is needed to 
emphasize true evangelism by way 
of contras?.” 

Referring to the “’modern evan- 
gelist” and “his methods,” Dy. 
Chafer thinks that the methods 
are “emotional and _ superficial 
methods,” that evangelists do not, 
like him, have “an entire depend- 
ence on the Spirit to do every 
phase of the work which has 
been assigned to him in the pur- 
pose of God.” Then Dr. Chafer 
frankly admits that he is criticiz- 
ing “faithful effort in evangelism” 
and grants that evangelists do 
make “a sincere attempt to reach 
the lost, though misguided.” Then 
Dr. Chafer says that he- only in- 
troduces things which may seem 
as criticism “to emphasize true 
evangelism by way of contrast.” 
It seems to me that we may un- 
derstand Dr. Chafer properly to 
mean that the mass evangelism of 
the evangelist he knew and refer- 
red to in the book was not true 
evangelism, but false, that it was 
“emotional and superficial’ in its 
methods, that it was “a sincere at- 
tempt to reach the lost, though 
misguided.” 

On page seventy-four Dr. Chaf- 
er, speaking, as al] will agree, I 
think, of mass evangelism, says: 
‘Tt should be observed that, apart 
from the power.of-God, superficial 
decisions may easily be~-secured, 


jand apparently great r@sults “ac- 


‘complished ... “Then in the same 
paragraph he says, “the experience 
of thousands of churches has prov- 
ed that such decisions have not 
met the condition of grace in ‘be- 
lieving with the heart’; for the 
multitude of advertised converts 
have often failed, and _ these 
churches have had to face the 
problem of dealing with a class of 
disinterested people who profess 
no new dynamic, nor ‘any of the 
blessings of the truly regenerate 
life.” Then on page seventy-five 


Dr. Chafer says, “A few genuine 


decisions may occur among the 
many, and these have always jus- 
tified the wholesale evangelizing 
method. There is, however, qa very 
grave harm done to any who are 
thus superficially affected, and 
this harm might sometimes out- 
weigh the good that is done.” 


Now this criticism of mass 
evangelism, that it results in great 
numbers of decisions, but that 
most of them are superficial, that 
“a few gemuine decisions may oc- 
cur among the many,” as Dr. 
Chafer says, is not new at all. It 
has always been made by the ene- 
mies of evangelism. This argument 
was the one that D. L. Moody an- 
Swered repeatedly and publicly, as 
long as he lived. He answered it in 
a sermon printed in The Sword of 
the Lord a month ago, a sermon 
preached in Northfield in 1899 and 
published in Northfield Echoes, It 
is primarily the argument of un- 
believers, wicked people who have 
fought revivals down through the 
years. I think it very saq that a 
preacher should help spread the 
attacks of the infidels and modern- 
ists, and that Moody Press should 
print it and circulate it. 


That criticism of the unbeliever 
about mass evangelism contains 
some truth, just like the criticism 
of the unconverted that “there 
are sO many hypocrites in the 
church.” It contains some truth, 
just like the accusation of the 
Pharisees that Jesus said, “De- 
stroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.” They said 
Jesus planned _ to 
temple ang rebuild it, but actually 
He was speaking of His body and 
His resurnection. We may honestly 
confess, with sorrow, that not all 
the professed converts in mass re- 
vivals turn out well. Neither do 
all the professed converts in the 
rescue missions, nor the profess- 
ed converts in the Sunday School, 
nor of foreign missionaries, nor 
any other group of professed con- 
verts. But I only meant to call 
attention to the fact that Dr. 
Chafer joins in with the wicked 
unbelievers and Christ-rejectors 
in accusing mass evangelism of 
superficial results and doing more 
harm than good . 

We may admit frankly and with 
real sorrow that some evangelists 
have done superficial work, just as 
some pastors have. We cannot 
fully endorse the methods of min- 
istry of some evangelists. But 
what kind of evangelists and evan- 
gelism did Dr. Chafer have in 
mind when he speaks of “the 
modern evangelist” (page iii) for 
which he hopes to see less de- 
mand? What evangelism was it 
he had in mind which made “a 
sincere attempt to reach the lost, 
though misguided?” page iii). 
What “emotional and superficial 
methods” does he refer to? What 
evangelism did he have in mind 
with “superficial decisions” which 
“may easily be secured, and ap- 
parently great results accomplish- 
ed?” (page 74). What evangelism 
did he have in mind where “a 
few genuine decisions may occur 
among the many?” (page 75). 

I think we may suppose that 
Dr. Chafer had in mind the great 
revival movement with which he 
was familiar when the book was 
written, ang the evangelists then 
before the public eye in great mass 
revivals. What evangelist were 
these ? 

The foreword was written by A. 
D. Winchester, May 20th, 1919 
(page XI). The first edition had 
already been out so long that Mr. 
Winchester could say, “Rev. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer since then has 
achieved outstanding distinction 
both as Bible teacher and author.” 
This distinction was achieved be- 
tween the first edition and May, 
1919, evidently several years. Per- 
haps the book was written in 1914 
or 1915, which would give five 
years for Dr. Chafer to gain, out- 
standing distinction. If the book 
was writtéh “ahout 1915, it was 
“the result of evangelistic experi- 
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ence and study covering a period 
of almost a score of years,” said 
Dr. Chafer in his introduction to 
the first edition. Almost a score 
of years before 1915 Dr. Chafer 
had had study and experience in 
evangelism, I understand. That 
means Dr. Chafer had been a few 
years a contemporary of D. L. 
Moody himself. Elsewhere it is 
published that Dr. Chafer worked 
with Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman in 
some simultaneous city-wide cam- 
paigns. When this book was writ- 
ten, Dr. R. A. Torrey was world- 
famous as an evangelist. So was 
Dr. Wilbur Chapman. Gipsy Smith 
was then in the height of his min- 
istry, holding great city-wide cam- 
paigns. Billy Sunday, not yet then 
at the height of his career, was 
doing the very best work he 
ever did. These are the evangelists 
and these are the mass revivals 
that Dr? Chafer lived among when 
he wrote the book, and to whom 
he doubtless referred. It is sig- 
nificant that not once is D. L. 
Moody mentioned nor quoted nor 
approved in the book, not once 
is Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, former 
associate of Dr. Chafer;: not once 
was Dr. R. A. Torrey, then the 
greatest living authority on the 
Bible as well as on evangelism, 
mentioned or quoted. Dr. Chafer 
did not approve of these mass re- 
vivals and of these men. They did 
not approve of Dr. Chafer’s book. 
Then there was not Aimee Semple 
McPherson. 

Dr. Chafer did not have in 
mind primarily healing evan- 
gelists, tongues evangelists, nor the 
ultra-sensational evangelists who 
might have brought reproach up- 
on the cause... No, he had in mind 
mass evangelism as exemplified 
by the greatest evangelists of the 
day, including the one who found- 
ea Moody Bible Institute, the one 
who was the first superintendent 
there, and the author of the Bible 
Institute curriculum. The book is 
against their kind of evangelism. 
It never professes to be for their 
kind. It never names one evan- 
gelist whose work the book ap- 
proves. 


Il. Calls Revivals “Abnormal” 

Not only does this book oppose 
mass evangelism of a city-wide 
co-operative view, it opposes re- 
vival campaigns in churches. On 
page seven reviva. campaigns are 
enumerated as one of the “false 
forces in evangelism.” ‘The chap- 
ter itself is entitled “False Forces 
in Evangelism,” and on page seven 
Dr. Chafer says “A ‘revival’ is 
abnormal rather than normal. It 
may have a function when needed, 
but in no way should become a 
habit, much less a_e sanctioned 
method of —- work.” Sometimes, 
Dr. Chafer thinks, a revival may 
have a function in some desperate 
condition of a church, but it is not 
normal. Regular revival cam- 
paigns are wrong, he thinks, and 
revivals “in no way should be- 
come a habit, much less a sanc- 
tioned method of work.” He does 
not sanction revivals as a method 


of work in churches. D. L. Moody 
did. R. A. Torrey did. Dr. J. 
Wilbur Chapman did. So did all 


the men who founded Moody Bible 
Institute. So did B. H. Carroll, 
who founded Scuthwestern Bap- 
tist Seminary, and Dr. L. R. 
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Scarborough, who was used of 
God to triumphantly carry on 
that work. So do Bible believers 
generally think that evangelistic 
campaigns in churches are nor- 
mal, that they should be held 
periodically, that they should be 
“a sanctioned method of work.” 
This idea of the great soul win- 
ners Dr. Chafer rejects. Revival 
campaigns are one of the “false 
forces in evangelism.” 

Is there no place for the evan 
gelist in God’s order? Yes, Dr. 
Chafer thinks there is. On page 
six he says: ; 

“The evangelist of the Scrip- 
tures is, without question, the 
messenger to the unevangelized, 
preparing the way for the pastor 
and teacher in his more constant 
ministry in che church. The evan- 
gelist, therefore, finds his fullest 
divine mission as a pioneer mis- 
sionary to the hitherto unevam 
gelized.”’ 

“The modern ‘revival’—the 
work of the ‘revivalist’ wiio comes 
under the title of an evangelist, 
but works as a religious promoter 
in the organized church—is unex- 
pected in the Scriptures, except as 
the word ‘revival’ is used to denote 
a forward movement in the spir- 
itual life of the church, without 
including the idea of attempting 
to regain some spiritual position 
once held, but now lost.” 

Note the statement, “The evan 
gelist, therefore, finds his fullest 
divine mission as a pioneer mis- 
sionary to the hitherto unevan- 
gelized.”’ 


Dr. Chafer believes evangelists 
are all right in country districts 
where there are no churches, as 
‘pioneer missionaries.” An evan 
gelist might go to the foreign 
field if it is “hitherto unevangel- 
ized.” But to work in connection 
with the churches is out of the 
evangelist’s field and calling, and 
is a “false force in evangelism!” 


On page five evangelists are 


clearly named as_ themselves, 
one of the “false forces in evan- 
gelism.” There Dr. Chafer says: 


“This discussion of false forces 
in evangelism will be limited to 
three general aspects—viz., Men, 
Methods, and Messages,” 

“MEN.—By this term §refer- 
ence is made to ¢ class of men in 
the ministry called ‘evangelists,’ 
and on whom the church has come 
to depend so largely for her ac- 
tivity in evangelism.’ 

You see, as in the introduction 
on page iii, Dr. Chafer wants 
‘Jess demand for the modern 
evangelist or his methods.” 

Dr. Chafer admits that “The 
special help of a Scriptural evan- 
gelist might b imperative in gath- 
ering the abundant fruit fur- 
nished by the faithful evangeliz- 
ing efforts of a church.” The 
next sentence, however, adds, “It 


will be admitted, however, that 
such conditions do not often 
exist.” 


The church has too much used 
the evangelists and revivals, Dr. 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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(Continued from Page 5) 


Ghafer thinks, tempting the evan- 
gelist “‘to be superficial in his aim 
and undertakings. His reputa- 
tion, and often his remuneration, 
are dependent upon apparent re- 
guits,”’ says Dr. Chafer (page 8) 
Ii the evangelist really teaches 
the Scripture and lays a thorough 
foundation work in the churches, 
“the evangelist would thus be 
forsaking his own calling, and 
would be assuming the work ot 
pastor and teacher; and might be 
a disappointment te those who 
had called him and upon whom 
he depends, humanly speaking, 
for his support,” says Dr. Chafer 
(pages 8 and 9). 

So Dr. Chafer admits, there is 
a work for evangelists, but iu is 
not the work that the evangelists 
he knew when the book was 
written, were doing--not mass 
evangelism like that made ‘amil- 
lar by Moody and Torrey, Chapman 
and others. Dr. Chafer continues. 
“The work of the evangelist is a 
vital ministry in this age, but it, 
like al] ministry, should be kept 
within the sphere divinely ap- 
pointed for it.” 

“The discussion of the funda- 
mental error of the church, in 
unduly magnifying the work of 
the evangelist and neglecting her 
own God-appointed ministry in 
salvation, will be the theme of 
succeeding chapters.” Notice that 
Dr. Chafer says that the church 
‘unduly magnifies the work of the 
evangelist." He is in favor of 
diminishing the influence of evan- 
gelists, not having evangelistic 
campaigns in churches save 
in the time of direst needs, and 
never to have big, co-operative re- 
Vival campaigns like those so 
familiar in the day when the book 
Was written. So, at least, is my 
understanding of his language. 


iil “True Evangelism” Es- 
pecially Criticizes the Preach- 
ing of Evangelists. 

The book “TRUE EvANGEL- 
ISM”, by Dr. Chafer, I think, is 
especially hurtful in its teach- 
ing about what is proper evan- 
gelistic preaching. On pages 
seventy-one and seventy-two Dr. 
Chafer says: 

“The evangelist is limited to that 
evangel which unfolds the cure oft 
sin and the way of life by che 
substitutionary death of Christ, 
Since that is the only message 
which the Spirit can use as His 
Sword in unveiling those eyes 
which are blinded to that particu- 
lar truth,” 

Now, all of us believe that ‘the 
cure of sin and the way of life 
by the substitucionary death of 
Christ” ought to be preached by 
every evangelist and every other 
preacher. It is important to 
preach the plan of salvation. But 
there is much more in the Bible 
that ought to be preached. Bible 
preachers who got people saved 
preached on Hell, and sin and 
judgment. They preached ‘to 
arouse the conscience, to’ alarm 
the indifferent, preached to move 
the will, 

In the chapter on “‘False Forees 
in Evangelism,” Dr. Chafer men- 
tiens as a false force, on page 
twenty, “MESSAGES”. Dr. Cha- 
fer says, beginning at the bottom 
ot page twenty: 

“As his name implies, he is the 
‘bearer of glad tidings,” and so 
is in marked contrast to the pro- 
phet who proclaims the _ great 
principles of morality and right- 
eousness. He has also a far dif- 
ferent mission than the pastor and 
teacher who shepherds the flock 
and feeds them on the Word of 
God. 

“The New Testament evangelist 
is given a particular message to 
proclaim. That message is the 
‘good news’ of the Gospel of 
Grace; it is therefore a distinct 
body of truth for this age.” 


{| The evangelist, says Dr. Chafer, 


is not to preach “the great princi- 
ples of morality and righteous- 
ness.”” Those are reserved for the 
prophet.. He is not to feed the 
people on the Word of God. That, 
says Dr. Chafer, is the mission 
of the pastor and teacher. The 
evangelist is simply to tell the 
plan. of salvation, nothing else. 
At the bottom of page twenty- 


| vently to the will. 


one and on page twenty-two Dr. 
Chafer says, 

“Any deviation from this pre- 
scribed message of redemptive 
truth is an unwarranted under- 
taking on the part of the evangel- 
ist, and is fraught with grave 
dangers. On the one hand, he 
may be tempted to adopt the mes- 
sage of the prophet; or he may 
undertake the work of the pastor 
and teacher and deal with mat- 
ters of Christian living, and thus 
encumber the glorious but limit- 
ed’ message of the evangelist. For 
the issue before the unsaved is not 
one of after-conduct. The life to 
be led after conversion can be de- 
termined only by the individual 
himself in the light and power of 
the new relation to Christ, Whom 
he has received, and the manner 
of that new life is a personal mat- 
ter between the Christian and his 
Lord (Rom. xiv. 4). Yet, when 
dealing with the unsaved, the 
questions which belong to Chris- 
tian living, such as forms of 
amusement, or even church mem- 
bership, are often discussed by 
evangelists, and these issues may 
become conditioms of salvation to 
those who hear. The individual! 
may be willing to accep. Christ, 
but be wholly unable to see be- 
yond that one step until that one 
step is taken. 

“Again, a message may become 
a “false force” a-d, to some ex- 
tent, a hindrance in true evangel- 
ism, through a common tendency 
to depend upon it to move the un- 
saved to decision. Only the Spirit 
of God can illuminate the vision 
and convict the heart of its sinful- 
ness; and while the Spirit may 
use the message to that end, the 
work is His and His alone.” 

The evangelist is never to 
speak on such matters “as forms 
of amusement,” says Dr. Chafer. 
He is not to ‘proclaim the great 
principles of morality, and right- 
eousness,’ which Dr. Chafer calls 
“the message of the prophets.” 

Evangelist D. L. Moody preach- 
ed plainly and strongly about se- 
cret orders, about Sunday desecra- 
tion ,about drink, and even about 
slavery. Dr. Chafer said he was 
wrong. Dr. R. A. Torrey preached 
openly and plainly against the 
dance and the theater, and his re- 
vival preaching is so recorded in 
his books. Dr. Chafer says he 


a 


was wrong. Billy Sunday with 
his famous “Booze Sermon” 
brought conviction to many a 


drinking man who repented of his 
sins and turned to trust in Christ. 
I have met literally hundreds of 
men who were saved both from 
drink and from Hell under the 
preaching of Billy Sunday. The 
Billy Sunday Club, including thir- 
ty-five men saved in a campaign 
ten years before, were ushers in 
my campaign in Binghamton, 
New York. But Dr. Chafer says 
that kind of preaching was “an 
unwarranted undertakng on the 
part of the evangelist” (page21). 
My pamphlet on “What Is Wrong 
With the Movies?” has been much 
used in class work and reference 
in Moody Bible Institute, and I 
suppose Moody Press has _ sold 
thousands of copies. Such preach- 
ing is out of the sphere of the 
evangelist, Dr. Chafer says. 

Evangelist Paul preached to 
Felix “of righteousness, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come,” so 
much that Felix trembled! Acts 
(24:25). John the Baptist preach- 
ea to Herod about adultery. He 
was not a very popular evangelist, 
either. Evangelist Stephen. preach- 
ed like this: “Ye stiffnecked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do 
ye. Which of the prophets have 
not your fathers persecuted? and 
the, have slain them which shew- 
ed before of the coming of the 
Just One; of whom ye have been 
now the betrayers and murder- 
ers: have received the law 
by the disposition of angels, and 
have not kept it.” 

}t.is obvious that Bible preach- 
ers, Bible soul winners, Bible 
evangelists presenting the gospel 
did far more than preach on the 
plan of salvation. They  con- 
demned sin, they warned of judg- 
ment, they spoke to the consci- 
ence, as well as to the  under- 
standing. They appealed fer- 
And that has 
been the kind of preaching that 


| Billy Sunday, etc. 


the great evangeiists from Paul 
until now have used: Martin Lu- 
ther, Wesley, Whitfield, Jonathan 
Edwards, Charlies G. Finney, 
Dwight L. Moody, R. A. Torrey, 
Actually, in- 
stead of cutting down the evan- 
gelist to only one kind of mes- 
sage on the plan of saivation, and 
crowding him out of tne churches 
and into  “pionee* missionary 
work,” as Dr. Chafer wouid, the 
Bible gives the evangelist a posi- 
tion above that of pastor and 
teacher and next to the apostles 
and prophets. The divine order 
is “some aposties; and some pro- 
phets; and some, evangelists; and | 
some pastors and _ teachers.” | 
Evangelists are not~ simply to 
preach to the unconverted, nor 
simply on the plan of salvation. 
But they are, the Scripture says, 
“for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ” 
(Eph. 4:11,12). Dr. Chafer in 
placing mass evangelism, revivals, 
and evangelists themselves as 
“false forces in evangelism,” I am 
persuaded, is dangerously unscrip- 
tural and does tiemendous harm. 

Dr. Chafer goes so far as to 
say that it is wrong even to de- 
pend upon a Scriptural sermon to 
move the unsaved to. decision. 
Notice the words on page twenty- | 
two “again, a message may be- 
come a ‘false force’ and, to some 
extent, a hindrance to true evan- 
gelism, THROUGH A COMMON 
TENDENCY TO DEPEND UPON 
IT TO MOVE THE UNSAVED 
TO DECISION.” (Capitals are 
mine, J.R.R.) None of us believe 
that human speech alone can turn 
« sinner to Christ. But surely 
the clear 3ible teaching is that the 
Holy Spirit does use the preached 
Word “to move the unsaved to 
decicion.” Why should not evan- 
gelists depend upon the sermon 
which the Holy Spirit gives, and 
which He will carry to the heart, 
to be used to move the unsaved 
to decision? 


IV. Dr. Chafer Discourages 
the Public Invitation m. Re- 
vival Campaigns for Sinners 
to Accept Christ and Publicly 
Confess Him 

Dr. Chafer terms 
methods as one of the 
forces in evangelism.” 

On page nine he says, “METH- 


evangelistic 
“false 


ODS—Likewise, an undue empha- | 


sis upon methods in modern evan- 
gelism is almost universal.” Note 
that Dr. Chafer is not speaking 
about some unusual methods in 
evangelism but the usual methods 
in the days when the book was 
written. He does not say that an 
undue emphasis upon methods 
sometimes happens—no, he says 
that this “is almost universal.’ 
Dr. Chafer then discusses the 
matter of revival campaigns at 
stated times and seasons, and then 
on page ten he says the follow- 
ing: 


“Again, the false or undue em- 
phasis on methods is disclosed by 
the imperative demand for some 
public action in connection with 
conversion, such as standing or 
going forward in a meeting.” 

Dr. Chafer does not believe in 
an invitation for sinners to accept 
Christ in the services and then 
come forward tc show it, or to 
stand as a token of accepting 
Cifrist. By “coming forward” we 
would mean coming to take the 
preacher’s hand, or coming to the 
front seats, or coming to an inquiry 
room for further dealing, I sup- 
pose. This emphasis on public 
profession Dr. Chafer deplores. 

I agree with Dr. Chafer that 
salvation is settled in the heart 
by a simple surrender to Christ, 
a dependence on Christ for salva- 
tion, according to the promises of 
God’s Word. I believe that the 
publicaconfession of faith is to 
follow and to show salvation, and 
not to secure it. On the doctrine 
involved, Dr. Chafer and al] good 
evangelists are agreed. But I do 
not agree that o ask people to 
come forward or to ask those to 
stand who will accept Christ, or 
to ask people to come to the in- 
quiry room as a sign that they 
have definitely accepted Christ in 
the heart—I do not agree that 
that is putting works into the 
plan of salvation. The truth is 
that I never knew of a prominent, 


greatly-used evangelist teaching 


that the public profession in a 
service wag a condition of salva- 
uon, And very «arely in deaiing 
with thousands of lost sinners, 
have I ever found one who thought 
that going forward had anything 
to do with salvation except to 
Claim it after he had already de- 
cided for Christ in his heart. 

It is true that vesus said, ‘“‘Who- 
soever therefore shall confess me 
before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father which is in 
scaven’ (Matt. 10:32). But Dr. 
Cnaier explains that’ away very 
easily by saying “A careful study 
of the whole context of the for- 
mer passage will reveal that the 
passage occurs in a body of Scrip- 
ture which is primarily applicable 
to the yet future Kingdom age, 
and it, like all that truth, bears 
only a mora) or secondary appli- 
cation to the age of the church.” 
Then speaking about Romans 
10:9, 10 Dr. Chafer explains in 
the words o. Dr. A. T. Pierson 
that “His nature in me naturally 
expresses itself according to His 
will, That is confession.” So, 
thinks Dr. Chafer, we o «ht not to 
insist on people open!y and public- 
ly confessing Christ as soon as 
they trust Him. On page twelve 
Dr. Chafer says, “.... it is diffi- 
cult to demand confession in con- 
nection with conversion without 
making it seem to be meritorious, 
and, to that extent, a frustrating 
of the whole doctrine of grace.” 
Hence, the book, “TRUE EVAN- 
GELISM,” teaches that the meth- 
od of invitation used by al] the 
greatly-used evangelists is a 
‘false force in evangelism’ and is 
to be avoided. 

D. L. Moody regularly asked 
people to stand, had them go to an 
inquiry room, or to remain seated 
when others left. Dr. Chafer 
thinks he was wrong. Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, 
Billy Sunday all faught sinners to 
trust Christ in the heart and then 
confess Him openly at once in one 
way or another. Gypsy Smith has 
them to write down their names 
on a card. Dr. George W. Truett 
continually asked them to come 
forward and take his hand. So 
did Dr. L. R. Scarborough. So 
does Evangelist Hyman Appelman, 
wonderfully used evangelist (as I 
understand his method.) .Dr. H. 
A. Ironside at Moody church regu- 
larly asks people to come forward 
and go to the inquiry rooms. ®All 
the great rescue missions in the 
world, as far as I know, urge peo- 
ple to indicate an acceptance of 
Christ by some“™open act. Dr. 
Chafer says all of them were 
wrong and are wrong. Personal- 
ly, I have the custom Of asking 
those who will trust Christ as Sa- 
viour first to settle the matter in 
their hearts just where they stand, 
then to come forward and take my 
hand, then to go to an inquiry 
room where they may have ques- 
tions answered from the Scripture, 
may have a prayer, and a complete 
record made for further followup. 
But this method of mass evange- 
lism, Dr. Chafer says, is one of 
the “false forces in evangelism” 
which he opposes. 

When the woman having an is- 
sue of blood secretly touched the 
hem of the Saviour’s garment and 
was immediately healed, Jesus in- 
sisted, “Who touched me?” and 
kept insisting until the poor wom- 
an came forward openly, publicly 
and “declared unto him before all 
the people for what cause she had 
touched Him, and how she was 
healed immediately.” Certainly 
Jesus knew who touched him and 
why. But he demanded that this 
woman maké the profession public. 
Why is not that a good method? 
Why is that a ‘false force in evan- 
gelism’ ? 

And what right have we to limit 
the: blessed promise of Jesus in 
Matthew 10:32 to another dispen- 
sation? Why is it not still true 
that Jesus gladly confesses in 
Heaven all those who confess Him 
on earth, apd is ashamed, before 
the Father, of those who are 
ashamed of Him on earth? The 
clear téstimony of the Scriptures 
is that the Lord Jesus demands a 
public profession of faith of every- 
one who has trusted Christ and has 
been saved. 

Jesus demanded of Peter, 
“Whom say ye that Iam?” And 
Peter, thus prodded by the Saviour 
Himself, made that matchless con- 
fession, “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God!” 
16:16). Much is to be 
when a sinner trusts Christ and 
confesses Him openly. The con- 


(Matt. 
gained/ing dnd pleading will be found to 


fession helps to give assurance, 
Often the Holy. Spirit will not 
make His presence much felt un- 
til public confession has _ been 


made, Public confession greatly 
honors God. It rejoices the hearts 
of believers. It has a great ef- 
fect on unbelievers. It strengthens 
and safeguards the new convert. 
Every greatly-used evangelist I 
have ever known has taught people 
to make a public confession of 
faith. Do you think that Moody 
Institute ought to publish a book 
which contradicts the teaching and 
the practice of all the great soul- 
winners, including D, L. Moody, 
the founder ? 


Vv. Dr. Chafer’s Book Dis- 
courages Personal Work im 
Most Cases 

One of the “false forces In evan- 
gelism”’ mentioned by Dr. Chafer is 
the strong emphasis on personal 
soul winning usual in evangelistic 
campaigns, led by evangelists. 
First, Dr. Chafer objects to per- 
sonal workers dealing with individ- 
uals in a congregation, On page 
eighteen, in the chapter on ‘False 
Forces in Evangelism,” Dr. Chafer 
Says: 

“Many serious men have con- 
cluded that to send out workers to 
plead with individuals in a miscel- 
laneous congregation is not only 
embarrassing to the people thus 
approached, but is, in the majority 
of cases, a service which hardens 
and repels. Forced decisions some- 
times follow such appeals, These, 
they observe, are usually prema- 
ture and unintelligent decisions; 
for in such methods there can be 
no certainty concerning the con- 
viction by the Spirit, and no very 
definite dependence upon His lead- 
ing.” 

Not only does Dr. Chafer dis- 
courage the personal work of indi- 
viduals in revival campaign serv- 
ices, but he discourages most other 
personal work. On page ninety- 
seven, Dr. Chafer says, “Any serv- 
ice which he may appoint after 
believing prayer has been offered 
will be wonderfully blessed by him. 
But to intrude upon strangers, un- 
less positively led to do so, or to 
implore unwilling and unprepared 
men, is to display a zeal without 
knowledge, and is fraught with 
peril to immortal souls.” Certainly 
alt of us ought to agree that per- 
sonal soul winners should be led 
by the Holy Spirit. I believe that 
every personal worker can be led 
by the Holy Spirit and I certainly 
try to be so led. However, why 
say that “‘to implore unwilling and 
unprepared men, is to display a 
zeal without knowledge, and is 
fraught with peril to immortal 
souls?” That term “zeal without 
knowledge” is the one people used 
so much against D. L. Moody. In 
Chicago people called him “Crazy 
Moody.” He had a custom, a vow 
to God in fact, that he would speak 
to one soul every day. He spoke to 
the rankest strangers. He spoke 
to them in public or in private. 
He spoke to people he had never 
seen before, to whom he had never 
been introduced. He spoke to peo- 
ple without any evidence at all 
.that they were under conviction, 
and certainly before they ap- 
proached him about the matter of 
salvation. I say, all of us agree 
that a Christian ought to seek and 
find the clear leading of the Holy 
Spirit in soul-winning work, but 
we should remember that we al- 
ready have the command to take 
the gospel to every creature. We 
already know that it is our duty 
to ‘Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come 
in.” If we say the least that can 
be said about Dr. Chafer’s state- 
ment above, we see that he dis- 
courages any soul “winning with 
unwilling and unprepared men. He 
says that that kind of personal 
work is “to display a zeal with- 
out knowledge.” 

On page ninety-eight Dr. Chafer 
says: 

“... but seldom is it advanta- 
geous to press the decision until 
some evidence is given that the 
Spirit is leading toward such an 
appeal. Such quiet waiting will 
always be rewarded; for, as in the 
days as recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles, there will usually. be 
some clear indication from the il- 
luminated person that the heart 
is prepared, although it be but a 
look or action, which will ‘be a suf- 
ficient assurance that the way’ is 
open for any necé word to be 
'spoken which will direct that heart 
to its’; tance of Christ. Coax- 


be unr r1ecéssary, for the soul will’ 
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be thirsting for the Water of 
Life.” 

Notice particularly that last sen- 
tence, “COAXING AND PLEAD- 
ING WILL BE FOUND TO BE 
UNNECESSARY, FOR THAT 
SOUL WILL BE THIRSTING 
FOR THE WATER OF LIFE.” 
Dr. Chafer would discourage coax- 
ing and pleading in personal work. 
He says it is unnecessary. And 
he clearly says that it is seldom 
advantageous to try to win souls 
until they have already indicated 
their desire to be saved. 


On the same line, Dr. Chafer, on 
page seventy-six of the book, 
“TRUE EVANGELISM,” says: 

“The examples of soul-winning 
in the New Testament present a 
conspicuous contrast to some ex- 
amples to present-day evangelism. 
So far as the divine record shows 
there seemed to be little urging or 
coaxing, nor was any person dealt 
with individually who had not first 
given 
wrought sense of need.” 

Dr. Chafer thinks we should not 
talk to anybody about their soul 
until they want to be talked to and 
until they are wanting to be saved. 
He mentions that the jailer asked 
Paul and Silas what to do to be 
saved and that Peter did not send 
for Cornelius, but Cornelius sent 
for Peter. But Dr. Chafer forgets 
that Andrew first found his own 
brother, Simon, and brought him 
to Jesus; that Jesus won Philip, 
then Philip went and found Na- 


- thanael and urged and coaxed him 


to come to Jesus, as recorded in 
the first chapter of John. He for- 
gets that the woman at the well 
of Sychar in Samaria, as recorded 
in the fourth chapter of John, went 
to the little city and told the men, 
“Come, see a man, which told me 
all things that ever I did: is not 
this the Christ?” and urged them 
to come and see Jesus, the Sa- 
viour, Dr. Chafer forgets how 
Paul pleaded with Felix and with 
Agrippa to be saved, though they 
steadfastly refused. He forgets 
that Stephen, the dying martyr. 
got hold of Saul: of Tarsus before 
he ever sent for Ananias at Da 
mascus. He forgets how Jesus 
Himself talked to the woman at 
the well at Sychar, who wanted to 
have nothing to do with Him, and 
kept on until she was convicted. 
awakened, and taught to trust Him 
as Saviour. If we follow these 
Bible examples, surely we cannot 
follow ‘Dr. Chafer in discouraging 
soul-winning effort with all those 
who have not yet expressed any 
desire to be saved, in one way or 
another. 

On page ninety-three Dr. Chafer 
says more about soul winning in 
these words: 

“Fundamentally, then, the per- 
sonal element in true soul-winning 
work is more a service of plead- 
ing for souls than a service of 
pleading with souls. It is talking 
with God about men from a clean 
heart and in the power of the 
Spirit rather than talking to mén 
about God.” 

All of us agree with the need 
for intercessory prayer, certainly. 
But I believe, with D. L. Moody 
and R. A. Torrey, that pleading 
for souls does not do away with 
the duty to plead with souls. Both 
are duties alike for the obedient 
Christian. 

Does not the Great Commission 
say that we are to “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature?” (Mark 16:15). 
Dr. Chafer takes up this Scripture 
and simply says that that means 
public preaching and does not 
mean personal soul winning, nec- 
essarily. These are his words on 
page ninety-nine of “TRUE EVAN- 
GELISM..” 

“With the Great Commission to 
preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture, it may usually be assumed 
that God would have us speak to 
men, with all earnestness, unl 
otherwise lead by the Spirit. There 
is an important distinction to be 
considered between presenting the 
gospel of saving grace to a com- 
pany of men, and demanding an 
immediate decision from an indi- 
vidual, A personal decision should 
be pressed only when so led by the 
Spirit.” 

In other words, as I understand 
Dr. Chafer, he says that the Great 
Commission’s command to preach 
the gospel to every creature ap- 
plies only to public proélamation 
of the Word; thaé that Commis- 


— 


evidence of a _  divinely-. 


sion does not command us to try 
to get the gospel personally, indi- 
vidually, to every individual, “de- 
manding an immediate decision 
from an individual.” If the Great 
Commission refers only to public 
proclamation to companies, then 
certainly the Great Commission is 
only for preachers. I cannot be- 
lieve that Jesus so intended. I be- 
lieve that every Christian ought to 
help to get the gospel to every 
creature. And for most Christians 
certainly that would mean personal 
work. Certainly the Lord Jesus 
never commanded and never in- 
tended that every Christian should 
be a public preacher to crowds. He 
distinctly forbids it for women, as 
I understand the Scripture, at 
least the preaching to mixed con- 
gregations. Then should no wom- 
an have a part in the Great Com- 
mission? Should no layman feel 
obligated to help get the gospel 
to every creature himself person- 
ally? 

Again I say that the whole ten- 
dency of Dr. Chafer’s book is to 
discourage personal soul winning. 
He is willing, if a sinner comes 
and asks you how to be saved, for 
you to tell him. But he wants no 
coaxing and no pleading. And he 
does not want you “to implore un- 
willing and unprepared men.” 
That, he says, is “to display a 


zeal without knowledge” (page 97). 


You and I know that this idea 
about personal work is not that 
which is taught in the classes in 
soul winning in Moody Bible Insti- 
tute. That is not the~ teaching 
on personal work in the Corre- 
spondence School, which course I 
have carefully studied. That is not 
the teaching of D. L. Moody. That 
is not the teaching of R. A. Torrey. 
That is not the teaching of Dr. L. 
R. Scarborough, under whom I 
studied in the Southwestern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, in his great class on evan- 
gelism. Evangelists make too 
much of personal work, thinks Dr. 
Chafer, and so for that as well 
as other reasons, he wrote the book 
so that there would be “less de 
mand for the modern evangelist or 
his methods” (page iii). 

In conclusion, let me admit again 
that evangelists are full of faults, 
since they are human beings. Moo- 
dy had so many criticisms of his 
methods in soul winning, his meth- 
ods in great revivals, that he was 
accustomed to ask preachers who 
criticized him, “Tell me, Brother, 
how do you do it?” I say, I admit 
there are faults with evangelists 
and faults with the methods which 
men use and faults with the re- 
sults that men sometimes get. 


Yet evangelism is God’s plan, 
even mass evangelism. God has 
called, and anointed, and blessed 
evangelists. There is a great turn- 
ing of the people toward mass 
evangelism again. City-wide cam- 
paigns are being held in principal 
cities all over America now: Phila- 
delphia, Los Angeles, Buffalo, 
Grand Rapids. 

Mr. Shufelt and I go in Febru- 
ary for a month’s campaign in 
Cleveland, sponsored by many 
churches. Dr. Hyman Appleman, 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., and a number 
of other men are having many 
union revival campaigns. Hun- 
dreds, thousands of people are be- 
ing saved, Must we who are will- 
ing to die to win souls be always 
harassed by the criticism, by the 
discouragement of such men? 
When we have looked to Moody 
Institute so long, especially be- 
cause of the marvelous influence 
of evangelism by D. L. Moody and 
R. A, Torrey and other men con- 
nected with the Moody Institute, 
should the Moody Press continue 
to promote and endorse a book 
against the revival and evangelis- 
tic movement? Should the Moody 
Press teach that revivals are ab- 
‘normal, that mass evangelism is 
wrong, that evangelists are only 
good for “pioneer missionary 
work,” that services by evange- 
lists in the churches should never 
be sanctioned, that evangelists 
should never preach anything to 
bring about conviction for sin, or 
to warn the sinner of judgment, 
but only on the plan of salvation? 
Should Christian people be dis- 
couraged from helping to carry 
out the Great Commission to take 
the gospel to every creature indi- 
vidually, pleading and _ teaching 
and warning people? 

Forgive the length of this let- 
ter. I have spent nearly a day 
writing it, after a day’s restudy 
of Dr. Chafers’ book and much, 
much prayer. I think the book 


ought to be taken off the market 


(Continued from Page 1) 


wrote Philemon, “If thou count 
me therefore a partner, receive 
him as myself. If he hath wrong- 
ed thee, or oweth thee ought, put 
that on mine account; I, Paul, 
have written it with mine own 
hand, I will repay it.” That was 
confession, and more! Paul con- 
fessed Onesimus, bound him to 
himself, and assumed liability for 
his mistakes. This is confesion 
of a lesser person by a greater one. 

Our text speaks of two distinct 
confessions. I want to consider 
the last first. That is: 


I. Christ’s Confession of Men 
Before God the Father 

Suppose a young person re- 
| ceives Christ here this hour, and 
comes forward to openly confess 
| Him as Saviour. The Bible teaches 
that Jesus Christ will immediate- 
ly confess him at God’s throne. 
And from thence onward he will 
be ported by Christ’s constant 
'intercession for him. But more, 
at least two great judgments are 
ahead, and at one or the other 
every soul, saved or unsaved, will 
face God. There is coming an 
hour when Christ’s willingness or 
unwillingness to confess you be- 
fore God the Father will be to 
you the most crucial issue in the 
/ universe. Therefore, let us face 
the thing now in the clear light of 
reason and common sense, based 
on the revelation of God’s Word. 


A. inevitability of That Hour 


Friends, that hour is surely 
coming. God has left us in no 
slightest doubt. One day the 


Apostle Paul stood preaching to 
the brainy men of Athens. His 
message was, “Judgment.” He 


completely... I think it does tre- 
mendous harm. I know it irritates 
and alienates evangelists who 
ought to be friends of Moody Bible 
Institute and Moody Press. I know 
it is a constant thorn in the flesh 
to great evangelistic groups like 
Southern Baptists, who believe in 
evangelism and soul winning; and 
do more of it than any other sin- 
gle denominational group in the 
world, 


Modernism killed evangelism in 
the Methodist church. Dr. Chafer’s 
book had no influence on Southern 
Baptists and so evangelism . has 
flourished, and there is a tremen- 
dous revival of evangelistic ‘effort 
again this year. Dr. Chafer has 
much more influence among the 
Presbyterians, and the blight of 
death is rapidly coming upon Pres- 
byterian churches and they are 
turning away from ‘evangelism 
Unfortunately, among the large 
group of independent fundamental 
churches and preachers, Dr. Cha- 
fer’s influence on this matter has 
been large, and hundreds of pas- 
tors in little unsuccessful churches 
that rarely ever win a soul strug- 
gle along trying to win souls but 
suspicious of mass evangelism and 
evangelists. I hope you and other 
good men at Moody in whom I 
have great confidence, will move 
to stop this hurtful influence and 
take the book off the market. 

With earnest prayer and Chris- 
tian love, 

Yours, 
JOHN R. RICE 
JRR:fs. 


I believe that the above letter 
will be of great interest to all 
lovers of evangelism. Later, it 
may seem wise to publish in The 
Sword of the Lord the petition of 
the forty-odd evangelists to Moody 
Press, prepared and signed at Wi- 
nona Lake last year. A letter of 
mine to the noble president of 
Moody Bible Institute also reviews 
the hurtful teaching of this book. 
and its publication would help to 
further clarify the hurtful teach- 
ings of Dr. Chafer if we ean find 
room for it. 

Meantime it is our earnest re- 
quest that all who love evangelism 
be soul winning will make this 
a matter of prayer and will stand 
by the cause of evangelism and 
by the men God is so greatly using 
to win souls in America. We can- 
not expect anything else but. that 
modernists, atheists, communists 
and false cults will be against Bi- 
ble evangelism, but we feel that 
no evangelical Christian should 
join these enemies of Christianity 
in opposing the office and work 
of God-called and anointed and 
| proven evangelists, 


Two Confessions -- 


said, “God new commandeth al! 
men everywhere to repent: be- 
cause He hath appoimted a day in 
which He will judge the world in 
| righteousness by that man whom 
he hath ordained; whereof he 
| hath given assurance until ail 
men in that He hath raised Him 
from the dead.” My friend, take 
fire 
with dynamite if you will, 

don’t doubt the Word of God. 

Paul, writing to the Romans, 
| echoes the thunder of Isaiah, “As 
| I live, saith the Lord, every knee 
Shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God. So then, 
everyone of us shall give account 
|of himself to God.” God's serv- 
ant who wrote the book of He- 
brews said, “It is appoimted unto 
men once to die, but after this, 
the judgment.” Words like these 
should rock thinking men back on 
their heels! But the end is not 
yet. 

John says im the Revelation, 
“And I saw a great white throne 
and him that sat on it, from 
whose face, the earth and the 


but 


| heaven fled away; and there was 


found no place for them. And I 
saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and. the books 
were opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to 
their works. And the sea gave 
up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man ac- 


=< 


cording to their works. And death 
and hell were cast into the fake 
of fire. This is the second death. 
And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire.” (Rev. 
20:11-15). These are awful words! 
They are solemn words; they are 
God’s words. Better believe 
them! 


B. Importance of Christ's 
Confession 

In the eyes of many people in 
our day man is tremendous and 
God is tiny. This is man’s day. 
This war, with the greatest cata- 
clysms of horror the world has 
ever seen, has hardly wrinkled the 
surface of man’s self-conceit. Men 
seem to push God around with a 
certain suave fimality. They do 
now; but not then. For the Bible 
telis of a coming hour when there 
shall be a great earthquake; the 
sun turning black as sackcloth of 
hair; the moon becoming as blood: 
and the stars of heaven falling to 
the earth. 

John saw that hour as already 
here and said, “And the heaven 
departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every moun- 
tain and island were moved out 
of their places. And the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief cap- 
tains, and the mighty men, and 
every bondman and every free 
man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the moun- 
tains. And said to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that sit- 
teth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb: For the great 
day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand?’ 
(Rev. 6:14-17). 

When God's legions drag men 
like rats from their holes and 
hail them to judgment the pic- 
ture will all be changed. Before 
God's high tribunal they will 
come. Then what of the blas- 
phemies that sounded so-racy and 
smart in this worki? They will 
die on the ashen, palsied lips of 
the men who uttered them. “Ev- 
ery mouth will be stopped!” Men 
would give worlds in that hour 
just to hear Christ say, “He be- 
longs to me.” But it™will be too 
late then, if we have not confess- 
ed Him here, now. 


C. Intense Warning Christ 
Gives 

But some of you are saying, 
“That is awful truth and just 
what sinners Ought to hear. But 
surely you don’t mean me, Mr. 
Lewis. I believe in the church, 
and have as long as I can remem- 
ber.” If that is your position, I! 


will only face you with words 


+ 


into your bosom, or - play} 
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PAGE SEVEN 


spoken by Christ. They are found, 
of all places, in the Sermon on 
the Mount. They constitute one 
of the most terrible warnings in 
the Word of God. 

Speaking of the day of judg- 
ment, Jesus said: ‘“‘Many will say 
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name dene 
many wonderful works? And 
then will 1 profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart trem 
me, ye that work iniquity.” 
me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matt. 
7 22-23). 

Te whem does Jesus here re- 
fer? They are people who have 
prophesied im the name of Jesus, 
have east out demons in the 
name of Jesus, and have done 
many wonderful works in the 
name of Jesus. This is a part of 
the church crowd. It can be no 
other. They have dome things in 
the very mame of Jesus! Yet 
their hopes will be biasted by the 
words, “I never knew you; de- 
part from me ye that work in- 
iquity.” “And these shall go 
away into everlastmg punishment; 
but the righteous into life eter- 
nal.” 


But thanks to the matchiess 
grace ef God, some folks will have 
a happier experience. A man 
dreamed he had died and was 
standing before the judgment bar 
of almighty God. He was being 


questioned: “Have you always 
been good?” “No.” “Have you 
always been kind?” “No.” 


“Have you always been pure?” 
“No.” “Have you always been 
honest?” “No.” As the ques- 
tions continued and every answer 
was negative, his head dropped 
lower and lower. Finally, he said: 
“I was standing with bowed head 
Waiting to receive sentence when 
I became conscious of Someone 
standing before me. 


My eyes 
ran wp that figure until they 
rested on the face. Oh what a 


face! Fairer than the children 
of men. I knew it was Jesus. 
And I heard Him say, “Father, 
this man stood up for Me down 
yonder, and I will stand for him 
here.” That the story is an ac- 
curate picture of the judgment, I 
will not say. But the great cen- 
tral faet of Christ’s all-important 
confession is true. 


il.Man’s Confession of Christ 
Before Men 
Why dees Christ demand that 
all believers confess Him openly? 
Three vital reasons I will give 
you: 


A. Golgotha's Character 
Demands It 

Young people, would to God 1 
could take you out of this room 
and lead you back through the 
years until you stood alongside 
Calvary’s scarred hill I would 
have you face it with eyes wide- 
open, Ss© you never could forget it. 
There comes the crucifixion crowd 

my Savior in the midst. The 
procession reaches the execution 
spot. Twe sereaming, cursing 
thieves are forced down on cross- 
es and spiked into place. But 
they do not need to force our 
Saviour. “He is brought as a 
lamb te the slaughter, and as a 
Sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth.” The spikes bite through 
the flesh of hands and feet, then 
the ghastly cross is reared wp- 

(Continued om Page 8) 
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right, and falls into the socket 
prepared for it in the limestone 
rock. There hangs my Lord, 
Stripped naked, dying in awful 


agony. He is confessing me; He, 
“who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree.” I 
note the crowd, the unholy stares; 
I hear the hateful insults. Then 
I hear Him plead, “Father for- 
give them, for they know not 
what they do.” 

What is He doing? Ah, He is 
identifying Himself with me and 
my sin. But to do so costs Him 
an agony that with one hand tears 
down the rocks, and with the 


other draws a pall of midnight 


blackness across the skv. And 
what a terrible cry is now torn 
from se bruised lips, “My* God 


My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me ?’’ 

Thus our Saviour died 
publicly, before the world, and 
for the world. My friend, do you 
ask to creep into some corner or 
into the dim sanctuary of the 
church to confess Christ? Dur- 
ing the Reformation, Martin of 
Basle found the truth, but fear- 
ing to make a public confession, 
wrote on a leaf of parchment, ‘¢ 
most merciful Christ, [ know 
that I can be saved only by the 
merit of Thy blood. Holy Jesus; 
I acknowledge Thy sufterings for 
me. I love Thee! I love Thee!’ 
This parchment he hid behind a 
stone in the wall of his chamber 
{It lay undiscovered for more than 
one hundred years. About the 
Samnme time Martin Luther found 
Christ. He then wrote: “My Lora 
has confessed me before 
will not shrink from 
Him before Kings.” 


openly, 


men; 41 
confessing 


God honored 


Luther, and today thousands 
cherish his memory. But who 
knows or cares for Martin of 


Basle? Yes, the very character 
of Calvary demands that you con- 
fess Christ openly. 


B. God's Word Demands It 

The Book of Romans is douwbt- 
less the greatest document on 
justifying faith ever written. In 
Romans ~10:9-10 Paul declares, 
“That if thou shalt contess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus and 
shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth un- 
to righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made ‘unto 
salvation.” That means inward 
acceptance of Christ and outward 
confession of him. The mouth 
Bhould declars what the heart 
alone can decide, 

Notice, it is a confession with 
the mouth. God wants a believ- 
er. It is not only a contession ot 
a church by going Sunday morn- 
ing; it is not only a confession of 
religion by supporting a preacher: 
it is a confession of Christ, with 
the mouth. What man dares to 
Separate these conditions of sal- 
vation which God has so plainly 
set forth? What God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. 

“Wife, I have been converted: 
let us put up the family altar!’ 
So cried an Ohio lawyer as he 
e€ame into his home. “Husband. 
said she, as she thought to re- 
strain him from the action, “there 
are three lawyers in the parlor 
perhaps we had best go into the 
kitchen to have prayer.” 

“Wife;” said he in response, “1 
have never invited the Lord Jesus 
into my house before, and I shall 
mot take Him into the kitchen. 

So going into the parlor, he at 
®nce announced to the three law- 
yers that he had received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, and then asked 
them to join with him in prayer. 
That convert was Chief Justice 
eof the United States Supreme 
Court—John McLean. He boldly 
owned Christ as his Lord. God's 
Word plainly demands such a 
eonfession, 


C. Gratitude to Jesus De- 
mands It 

My Bible telis of a Saviour 
“who though He was rich,” (rich 
with Heaven’s glory before his 
human birth), yet for my sake be- 
eame poor that I through His pov- 
erty might be rich. Jesus did it 
for me. He did it for you. “He 
tested death for every man.” The 
man who acknowledges that truth 


and refuses to own the Savior is 
a sneaking coward. Where do 
you stand tonight? Are you a 
soldier for Christ? Are you wear- 
ing the uniform? 

I will never forget hearing Hy- 
man Appelman tell how some 
years ago millionaire Armour’s 
little girl was stricken with par- 
alysis. When medical help in this 
country was unable to do anything 
for her, the parents finally sent 
for Dr. Lorenz, the _ specialist 
from Vienna. He was brought to 
this country at a cost of*$21,0' 
and after weeks of skilled treat- 
ment restored Armour’s little girl. 
This feat was widely publicized in 
the newspapers, one of which fel! 
into the hands of Michael, a poor 
crippled lad in the Chicago slums. 
His Widowed mother was an Irish 
scrubwoman. He showed his 
mother the paper when she came 
in and said, wistfully, “Mother, | 
wish we had $21,000.” His moth- 
er reptied, ‘Hush, Mike, we don’t 
have 21,000 cents.” “But Ma, it 
doesn’t do any harm to wish, does 


it?” That question broke the 
mother’s heart. She started down 
to the Chicago loop and found 


the office where Dr. Lorenz was. 
She finally gained access to the 
doctor fell on the floor before 
him and began to kiss his feet. 
The doctor had to be almost brutal 
to get the mother calm enough to 
talk to her. After hearing her 
story, Dr. Lorenz said, “It will 
take at least eight weeks. Do 
you have any money?” At this 
the mother went into frantic hys- 
When the doctor finally 
got her quiet, he said, “I don’t 
mean for myself, I mean for hos- 
pita] When told she 
had not a cent, he replied, “I'll 
do what I can.” 

Michael moved to a hos- 
pital and treatments began. 
Gradually he improved until one 
day when his mother visited him, 
he said to her, “Mother, go over 
and look out that window. 
“Why?” she asked. Michael said, 
“Don't ask why, just go over and 
look out.” When the mother 
reached the window, she felt a 
touch at her elbow, turned, and 
there was Michael, standing at 
her side. Then there were more 
hysterics. 

The time came for Dr. Lorenz 
to leave the country. He came to 
the bedside of Michael. “Now 
Mike, be good and don’t exercise 
too hard for a few weeks, and 
you will be as good as new.” Mike 
seized the doctor’s hand and pas- 
sionately began to cover it with 
kisses. The doctor jumped back 
and said, “Stop, Mike, you mustn’t 
do that!” Earnestly Mike raised 
up in his bed, his eyes fixed 
on Dr. Lorenz. “Doctor, as long 
as there’s a tongue waggin’ in my 
head, there ain’t nobody gonna 
hear the last of what you’ve done 
for me!” 

Friends, with all the force ot 
my earnest heart I say,.“As long 
as there’s a tongue wagging in 
my head, I don’t want anyone to 
hear the last of what Jesus has 
done for me.” He is my Saviour. 
He is my Friend. If you own 
yourself to be a sinner and want 
with all your heart to have this 
Saviour, I invite you to come to 
Jesus Christ tonight. Come open- 
ly. Come now. 

(As preached for the English 
speaking Youth for Christ in Bue- 
nos Aires May 9, 1946. There were 
ten professions of faith in Christ 
after this message. ) 
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